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BUSINESSES, INDUSTRIES, and OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
1808-1975
In chronological order
AMERICAN FUR CO. [1808-1834]

The American Fur Company was the first organized company to influence the economic growth of
Northwest Ottawa County, the entire Grand Valley, and other vast areas across the country. Started in
Astoria, Oregon, the company was founded by John Jacob Astor in 1808 to compete with the Canadian fur
companies. Astor’s operation in the Great Lakes was carried on as a subsidiary called the South West
Company. The American Fur Company was reorganized in 1817, and in 1834 Astor left the business and
new owners took over. The first trader Astor appointed to the Northwest Ottawa County area was a
Frenchman, Joseph La Framboise, in 1808. When Joseph was killed the next year in a dispute with an
Indian, his Indian wife, Madame La Framboise, took over his trading posts in the Grand River Valley. She
was extraordinarily successful, and retired to Mackinac Island 12 years later, a wealthy woman. Astor then
hired Rix Robinson to manage the 21 trading posts in the area, including the one in Grand Haven and
another at the junction of Crockery Creek and the Grand River. The Grand Haven post was the landing site
for the first permanent white settlers, who arrived in the area on November 2, 1834. Although the successor
to the American Fur Company thrived for many more years in the West, fur trading in Ottawa County died
out as the beaver, the principal animal in the fur trade, became increasingly scarce, and the beaver pelt hat,
once so popular in Britain, went out of style.

GRAND HAVEN CO./GRAND HAVEN LUMBER CO. [1834-1846]

Begun in 1834 by Rix Robinson, Rev. William Ferry, Robert Stuart, and Nathan H. White, the Grand
Haven Company disbanded in 1846. Its primary purpose was to lay out the Village of Grand Haven, which
it did shortly after arrival at the mouth of the Grand River on November 2, 1834, and the group purchased
large tracts of land nearby. In addition, the company bought two sawmills at Grandville and hired George
and Dexter Ranney and Nehemiah Hathaway to start logging at the mouth of Crockery Creek. The
company built a sawmill in 1838 on the Grand Haven side of the river at the foot of Columbus and
extending to Fulton Street [Lots 16, 17, and 18]. Because of insecure footings, the mill never went into
operation, and by 1846 Rev. Ferry and Rix Robinson were the only stockholders in the Company. The mill
burned down that year, and the company disbanded about the same time. The machinery was salvaged, and
eventually moved to the Ferry & Son Sawmill in Ferrysburg.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH [1834-present]

The arrival of Rev. Ferry and his entourage on Sunday, November 2, 1834, marked the establishment of the
first church in Northwest Ottawa County. Rev. Ferry’s text for his sermon that day was, “For who has
despised the day of small things.” The church was not formally organized until the next year. Its charter
members, beside Rev. Ferry and his family, were Charles, Pierre, and Julia Duvernay; Mary A. White;
Caroline White; and Nehemiah and Lucretia Hathaway. Rev. Ferry retired in April 1858 after 22 years as
Pastor of the church. Mary A. White organized the area’s first Sunday school in an unfinished room of the
new Ferry home at the southeast corner of Washington and Harbor, starting in 1835. Her first students were
William Montague Ferry Il, Thomas White Ferry, and Noah Henry Ferry; Francis, Peter, and Louise
Duvernay; and Mason, George, and Galen Eastman. The next year the Sunday school moved to the new
schoolhouse on Second Street [Lot 186]. Mary White was away from the area between 1851 and 1864.
Upon her return she resumed teaching Sunday School, and her class included several black students:
Emeline and Harvey Blunt, Benjamin Jones, Alex Bowman, and Albert Hicks. Harvey Blunt eventually
became a member of the church.

Ministers following Rev. Ferry, who retired in 1857, were David Mack Cooper [1859-1864]; Daniel N.
Evans [1866-1869]; Jessie Morris Cross [1869-1871]; John Ross Sutherland [1875-1880]; Henry Webb
Johnson [1880-1886]; John Hammit Sammis [1886-1892]; and James A. Kennedy [1892-1902]. None of
Ferry’s successors came close to matching his longevity, although Albert G. Parker III served fourteen
years between 1961 and 1975.
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The congregation incorporated as the Presbyterian Church on May 10, 1849, and Pierre Duvernay, Henry
Griffin, and Thomas Ferry were elected Trustees. The church adopted Articles of Religious Association on
March 15, 1858, and elected Rev. William Ferry the church’s first president. He never accepted
compensation for his pastoral services. After meeting many years at the community/school building on
Second Street across from the Armory, a cornerstone for a permanent church was laid on September 19,
1855 at approximately 212-216 Washington Street [Lot 208], on land donated by Rev. Ferry. The building
was dedicated on May 31, two years later. Members of the church in 1872 approved the purchase of a
parcel of land at the southeast corner of Franklin and Fifth Streets [Block 15, Lots 1 and 2], Akeley’s
Addition]. They paid Andrew J. Emlaw $3,000 for the property, which included sufficient space for a
church and parsonage. F. D. Gray of Chicago, who held a mortgage on the Washington Street property,
agreed to forgive the balance and donate $500 in exchange for clear title to the downtown lot, if the
transaction could be completed by October 1, 1885. In the fall of that year the church edifice, not quite
thirty years old was moved from Washington Street to the new site. It was completely remodeled in 1911,
when the steeple was removed, and a tower and vestibule added.

Ground was broken for a new sanctuary on July 4, 1954, during the tenure of Rev. G. Wallace Robertson,
and dedicated 17 months later. Robertson led the church from 1952 to 1960. In 1956 the earlier church was
razed to make room for a new chapel, and only the stained glass windows were saved.

ROBINSON, WHITE, & WILLIAMS CO. [1835-1846]

In 1835 Rix Robinson, Lucas White, and Dr. Sydney P. Williams formed the second Grand Haven
Company, sometimes referred to as Robinson, White, & Williams, as equal partners. The company built a
store and warehouse on the banks of the Grand River at the southwest corner of Franklin and Water Streets
[Lot 7] in Grand Haven, across the street from the Ferry family’s log home and near Dr. Eastman’s office.
Among other enterprises, the company built and operated the riverboat Cinderella, launched at Grandville
in 1837. Francis Gilbert was hired as clerk of the company. Either this company or a subsidiary later was
known as the Grand Haven Steamboat Company. Little is known about this outfit, except that Lillie gave it
credit for building and launching in 1838 the flat-bottomed stern-wheeler Owashtanong, which operated at
a loss. Thomas W. White was her Captain, and it carried freight between Grand Haven and Grand Rapids.

PORT SHELDON LAND COMPANY [1835-1842]

Port Sheldon was the first town in Michigan founded on speculation. In 1835 some New York and
Philadelphia capitalists, who called themselves the Port Sheldon Land Company, purchased about 600
acres of government land around Pigeon Lake in today’s Port Sheldon Township for $1.50 an acre.
Presumably the lake was named for the clouds of passenger pigeons which frequented the area and would
later be exterminated. The developers arrived in a vessel loaded with provisions, stores, and houses ready to
be set up. They brought about 40 men, including directors, superintendents, surveyors, and engineers. Dr.
George Scranton of Eastmanville was hired as the resort’s first physician. The group laid out a city of 142
blocks with 22 lots in a block on the north side of Pigeon Lake, where Consumers’ Energy later located.
Seven lots were set aside for churches, one lot was for a fish market, two for other markets, four for a
railroad depot, four for a city hall, and one for a schoolhouse. They had at first hoped to carry out their
plans in Grand Haven but were unsuccessful in undermining the holdings of the Grand Haven Company,
which owned even the land along the banks of the Grand River.

The Port Sheldon Land Company improved the harbor and built piers. A railroad was laid through the city
and into the woods, but with no terminus. Good roads were opened to Grand Haven and Grandville at a
cost of $10,000. The developers spent $20,000 for a lighthouse, which operated for two years, $20,000 for
a “state of the art” steam sawmill, and additional funds were expended for a beautiful boat and yacht club.
Their 60° x 120’ 29-room hotel, known as the Ottawa House, was constructed at a cost of $40,000. It
opened on December 1, 1838 with eight guests registered. There was also a $10,000 office building, a
$10,000 store, and 15 small dwellings.

The second year there were about 300 inhabitants, mostly supported by the Company, when the total
population of Ottawa County was reported to be 280. The small opening from Pigeon Lake to Lake
Michigan could not be maintained, so ships were unable to dock. In 1838 the Michigan Legislature
authorized Thomas C. Sheldon, Thomas Fitzgerald, Theodore Romeyn, E. P. Deacon, and Alexander H.
Jaudon [Landon] to seek subscriptions [investments] for $250,000 as capital to form a Port Sheldon and
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Grand Rapids Railway Company. A depot was built, and about three miles of track were laid east toward
Port Huron. Interestingly, Jaudon purchased 720 acres in Olive Township on August 10, 1841 at the same
time he took title to more than 117 acres in Grand Haven Township. Sheldon and the others are not
mentioned, although they are noted as buying large amounts of land in southwestern Michigan at that time.

After several years the resort failed. The hotel and 30 lots were sold for less than the cost of the paint and
glass used in constructing the building. The imposing pillars later became a part of the Art Museum
building in Grand Rapids.

BUTTS & HATHAWAY SAWMILL [1836-@1868]

With a loan from David Carver of $2,000, William Butts and William Hathaway, both Canadians, were
able in 1836 to complete Butts & Hathaway Sawmill, the area’s first functioning sawmill, on Lots 14 and
15, at the foot of Columbus Street in Grand Haven. Thomas W. White was a blacksmith for the mill.
Nathan Throop purchased the steam sawmill and subsequently sold it to brothers Francis and Thomas
Gilbert. Butts and Hathaway also built residences on Lots 51, 92, 109, and 218 of the original plat of Grand
Haven. Zenas Winsor, who arrived in Grand Haven in 1834 before Rev. Ferry and his family, reminisced
about the early days in a paper delivered in observance of the 50" anniversary of Grand Haven’s founding.
Among his observations, Winsor said that William and Nehemiah Hathaway worked for the Grand Haven
Lumber Company. In 1864 Henry W. Buswell and Charles E. Wyman bought and operated the mill. It
burned down in 1868, and Buswell and Wyman built a new mill farther upriver.

NORTON SAWMILL [1837-1867]

Colonel Amos Norton constructed the first sawmill north of the Grand River at Nortonville in 1837, near
144™ Avenue and Boom Road in Spring Lake Township and gave it his name. The mill burned down in
1854 and was rebuilt. The Nortonville Boarding House, which provided housing and a dining room for the
mill workers, was adjacent to the mill. Frederick T. Ranney bought the mill around 1860 and seven years
later sold it to Edward Cole of Blendon Township.

HOPKINS SAWMILL/CUTLER & SAVIDGE [1837-1891]

Benjamin Hopkins’s five sons, Silas, John Vincent, Hannibal, Franklin, and Mordecai became involved in
the lumbering business. In 1837 they built Hopkins Sawmill at the north end of School Street [Block 2] in
Spring Lake [the “Old” Mill] and built a later one [the “New” Mill] a block east of that in 1845. This mill
was torn down in the winter of 1895, and it became the site of the Spring Lake Yacht Club in that
organization’s early days. In 1857 Hunter Savidge joined Montague & Young as part owner of the Hopkins
Mill. The financial depression of 1857 left Savidge as the sole owner of the mill, and the next year he
formed a partnership with Dwight Cutler of Grand Haven. With Cutler’s capital, the business prospered. In
1870 Cutler and Savidge bought a controlling interest in the Haire & Tolford Mill, located near Lloyd’s
Bayou, and in the same year the Hopkins Mill property was sold to the Spring Lake Company to become
the site of the Spring Lake Hotel. In 1874 Haire sold out his remaining interest in the sawmill. At that time
the officers of the company were Hunter Savidge, president; Dwight Cutler, treasurer; Hiram W. Pearson,
secretary; and John B. Hancock, director. The Spring Lake mill shut down in 1891, but the company
continued as the Cutler & Savidge Lumber Company in Le Roy, Osceola County, and Ontario, Canada. In
1895 Cutler remained president, but William Savidge was vice president and Herman Harbeck was
secretary. James A. Wilson was second vice president and was with the company when it moved to
Canada. The mill in Spring Lake was converted to the bathhouse for the Magnetic Mineral Spring
Company [Spring Lake House] and burned down on the morning of January 4, 1904.

GILBERT & CO./CUTLER & WARTS [1837-1853]

Francis Baker Gilbert arrived in Grand Haven in June 1835, with his friend from Massachusetts, Mary A.
White, and the others. His first job was as clerk for Robinson, White, & Williams, where his brother,
Thomas Dwight Gilbert, was Secretary. Henry Griffin, in remarks made on the Fiftieth Anniversary of
Grand Haven’s founding, noted that in 1836 the Gilbert brothers built a “large scow” and were in the
“forwarding” business [freight delivery] under the name Gilbert & Co. by 1837. They also built a
warehouse on the Grand River, near the northwest corner of Franklin and Harbor [Lot 8]. In 1853 the two
brothers sold their warehouse to Henry Martin of Grand Rapids, who hired Dwight Cutler to manage it.
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About 1857 Cutler and Henry L. Warts bought the warehouse. Cutler and Warts continued to ship freight
and to deal in lumber, shingles, and other products.

SHELDON’S TANNERY [1838-1854]

The lumbering and mercantile businesses started with the founding of Grand Haven, but the first industry to
manufacture a product was Sheldon’s Tannery, founded in 1838. In 1837 the tannery’s owner, Horace L.
Sheldon, built a home on Lot 171 [approximately 211 North Second] and a tannery on Lot 174
[approximately 212 North Second] on the east side of Second Street between Fulton and Elliott. The
tannery was taken over by Clark Albee in 1854.

BARBER & MASON SAWMILL [1841-1882]

In 1841 Jabez Barber and Richard Mason contracted with John Newcomb to build the Barber & Mason
Sawmill at Mill Point, as Spring Lake Village was called then. Like others who came to Spring Lake about
this time, Barber and Mason were Canadians who fled to the United States after McKenzie’s rebellion was
quashed in 1837. Both Canadians had been foundry owners in Toronto, and some of their machinery had
been sold to Amos Norton for his sawmill. They built their first mill on the Reserve in Barber’s Addition,
near the north end of Park Street, on Spring Lake. The next year Barber and Mason launched their first
ship, the Enterprise. The first mill burned down, and a second and larger one was constructed at the same
site in 1853 [1854]. In 1854 Barber lost his life in a shipwreck on his way home from England. His estate’s
executors, Mr. Lind and Mr. Slater, continued the business until Charles Y. Bell and his family moved to
Spring Lake in 1864. Charles Bell’s wife Eliza, Jabez Barber’s sister, inherited the mill and Charles
managed it. When the second mill was destroyed by fire in 1870, Bell’s Mill was built, and it operated until
1882.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH [1843-present]

In 1843 Grand Haven was one of many locations on the west side of the state where Episcopal groups
gathered for worship. Monthly services were held above a hardware store in Grand Haven as early as 1862.
In 1864 the following people, among others, started meeting in the two-story, frame Court House on
Washington Street: Isaac and Mary Sanford; Mary Squier, wife of Heber Squier; Mrs Young [possibly
Isabel, wife of John A. Young]; Catherine Fletcher, wife of Timothy Fletcher; and Louise McNett, wife of
Dr. Jacob McNett. J. Rice Taylor was considered the first Episcopal Rector of Grand Haven, where he
served until 1868, the year he was called to formally organize a church in Holland. Locally, St. John’s
Episcopal Church was recognized as having the oldest church building in continuous use, since worship
services had been held at the same location since 1870.

The cornerstone of St. John’s Episcopal Church was laid May 10, 1869. The lot on which the church was
erected cost $400, and the original rectangular building and furnishings were priced at $6,000. Designed by
five ship builders, the early church building was a simple structure, a plain, rectangular building with an
“inverted ship’s design.” The church was originally heated by means of a wood stove. Two men stayed up
Saturday nights feeding it logs so that the building would be nice and warm come Sunday morning.

Renovation began after St. John’s was damaged by fire in 1877. The church was enlarged and given a more
Gothic Flair, and a bell tower was added soon afterward. The narthex, sanctuary, basement wood-slab
furnace, and ceiling beams were added. Shortly thereafter, the bell tower, complete with a bell supplied by
the ladies of the church, was constructed above the narthex.

EAMES & LUSCOMB MFG. CO. [1850-1861]

After a year in Grand Rapids, the Eames & Luscomb Company, founded by Benjamin F. Eames and John
W. Luscomb, was moved to Ferrysburg in 1850, just north of where Johnston Boiler later located. The
company manufactured woodenware. “Woodenware” generally referred to items made of wood, such as
kitchen items, furniture, and ornamental figures. Luscomb withdrew from the business in 1855. In 1856
Eames erected a large building equipped with steam power. He sold it to Willard and Bolles in 1861.

OTTAWA HOUSE [1850-1860]

There were two Ottawa Houses in the early years, one in Port Sheldon in the late 1830s, and the other one,
owned and managed by Henry Pennoyer, opened in Grand Haven no later than 1850 at the northeast corner
of Washington and Water [Harbor] Streets [1 Washington]. By 1856 the newer Ottawa House was a
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stagecoach stop for travel to Grand Rapids and towns in between. By then Levi Shackleton was proprietor.
The hotel burned down on November 1860, and another Ottawa House was built on the northeast corner of
First and Fulton Streets in 1867.

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH [1850-present]

In the early 1850s Father Wysocki periodically tended to the needs of Spring Lake’s Catholic parish by
riding on horseback from his church in Grand Rapids. Later that decade Father Rivers said mass for fifty or
so families of the Catholic faith once or twice a year. Among the different homes used for worship was
Charles Allen’s place, then on the site of Braak’s Bakery near the southwest corner of Buchanan and
Savidge [110 West Savidge]. In 1866 the first St. Mary’s Church was built at 208 Division Street on land
donated by Hunter Savidge. It seated 50 people. The church was not dedicated and named St. Mary’s until
1870. An elderly Belgian priest, Father Taaken [Tacken/ Tachen /Taehen], was the first pastor at this new
parish.

In 1883 Father James Dalton transferred the parochial residence from St. Mary’s to St. Patrick’s in Grand
Haven, and the Spring Lake church became a mission. St. Mary’s closed in 1905, making it necessary for
worshipers to attend St. Patrick’s. In 1911-12 Father Daniel J. Hyland arranged for two Sunday masses to
be said in Spring Lake from July to September. In 1919 land between Exchange and Savidge Streets was
purchased for a new church building at 406 East Savidge. Designed to seat 280, it opened in June 1924.
Mass now could be offered every Sunday. A rectory was built in 1931. As of 1998 a total of 24 priests had
been assigned to St. Mary’s Church over the years.

An elementary school was added in 1954.
INTERNATIONAL ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS [1850-?]

The Grand Haven Lodge of the International Order of Odd Fellows [IOOF], formed in 1850, was the first
civic organization in the area. A group met informally for a time, and then organized officially in 1850.
Henry Griffin attended the dedication of the permanent IOOF hall on Washington Street [136 Washington].
The Lodge’s first officers were James H. Ferry, Henry Pennoyer, Ebenezer W. Barnes, Dan Vesey, Clark
Albee, James Barnes, John W. Barnes, Giles Woodbury, John Hopkins, C. W. Johnson, Thomas White, G.
W. Farnham, and Horace H. Hungerford.

THOMAS WHITE MILL [1851 or earlier-?]

Thomas White built this mill on the north bank of the Grand River near the foot of Division Street in
Spring Lake in about 1851. It became Haire & Cole Company in 1867, under the ownership of Robert
Haire and Edward Cole of Blendon, four years later it became Haire & Tolford, and the company was
bought by Cutler & Savidge in 1874. It was here that the fire of 1871 started, which destroyed much of
Spring Lake Village and left 70 families homeless. Cole owned the Blendon Lumber Company, which in
1857 laid a few miles of private logging track in Blendon Township [Section 12].

GRAND RIVER TIMES [1851-1858]

The area’s first newspaper, The Grand River Times, made its appearance in Grand Haven on Wednesday,
July 2, 1851, reflecting the politics of the Democratic party. James and John W. Barnes, twin brothers, were
editor and publisher of the weekly newspaper, and William M. Angel was another principal in the business.
The Times office initially was above Henry Griffin’s drugstore on the northwest corner of First and
Washington Streets, where the Story & Clark Piano Company later erected an office building. On January
24, 1855 the newspaper’s offices and presses were moved to “the second building below the Washington
House” [Lillie], which would put the building at approximately 8 or 10 Washington Street in Grand Haven.
Angel evidently had retired by this time, and the Barnes twins sold the newspaper to Galen Eastman in
1857. Eastman published it in Eastmanville for a short time, thinking that the Village would become the
county seat. When that failed to materialize, Eastman halted publication and the two Barnes brothers
repurchased the newspaper, returned it to the Washington Street address, and renamed it the Grand Haven
News. The first edition was issued, with the help of a Reuben Fosha, on December 22, 1858. Fires
destroyed the business twice, once in 1859 and again in the large fire of 1866. Possibly after the latter fire
the newspaper moved back to the second floor of Griffin’s drug store. James Barnes left the newspaper
business that same year, 1866, to open a furniture store in downtown Grand Haven. The remaining Barnes
finally sold the paper to John G. Lee and a Mr. Hitchcock in 1876. Lee, who had published the Labor
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Union in Grand Rapids, started publishing the Spring Lake Independent in 1869 in partnership with a Mr.
Donald. Lee bought out Donald not long afterward, and in 1875 H. H. Gibson bought a half interest in the
Independent, which Lee bought back at the end of the year. Within a short time the Spring Lake paper was
combined with Hitchcock’s Grand Haven News, and in July 1876 the combined newspapers were
published as the News Journal. The News Journal supported the Greenback Party. Hitchcock retired in
January 1877. By 1892 Horrace G. Nichols was the owner, and the paper advertised itself as a “Republican
Weekly.”

FIRST REFORMED [DUTCH REFORMED] CHURCH OF GRAND HAVEN [1851-present]

The First Reformed Church occupied six buildings during its long history, three of which were destroyed
by fire at the same location: the northeast corner of Washington and Third Streets [301 Washington]. The
early commitment of its congregation made the First Reformed the oldest of the Dutch churches in Northwest
Ottawa County. Since 1851, the First Reformed group hung on through relocation, three all-consuming fires,
subsequent reconstruction, and occupation of its sixth building.

Prior to its formal organization the church membership met in the home of Jan Van Drunen and in the
schoolhouse on Second Street. Other early members were Jacobus Mieras, Abraham Slaghuis, Evert Takken,
Mr. Tellman, Gerrit Jan Klaver, Hendrik Brouwer, and Klaus Tromp. Rev. Albertus Van Raalte, founder of the
City of Holland, was a frequent visitor to this fledgling congregation. Van Raalte encouraged the group to build
a place of worship.

Members built their first church, called the First Dutch Reformed, on North Third between Fulton and Elliott
Streets [Lot 254], on land donated for the purpose by Clark Albee. The one-story “slab church,” was
constructed from waste lumber and measured 12 feet wide by 24 feet long. This site was abandoned for the
current location on the northeast corner of Washington and Third Streets, where a 28 by 50’ frame building
was erected in 1857. The lot was purchased from Rix Robinson for $275, who soon afterward donated $200 to
the congregation for its new building. Quickly outgrown by a burgeoning congregation, this church soon
expanded to twice its original size. The structure was moved in 1870 to make room for a completely new
sanctuary, the majestic “Church of Many Towers.” The building was 60’ by 100’ and soared as high as 76 feet.
The dome was 16 feet square, and spires rose 18 feet above the edge of the roof.

Not quite two decades later, this third church building, which had been dedicated on May 4, 1870, was
destroyed by Grand Haven’s catastrophic fire of October 1, 1889. All records were lost in the blaze, so church
history predating that fateful day was necessarily incomplete. The congregation replaced the building in a
dedication on December 2, 1890, but its lifetime proved to be even shorter than that of the preceding church.
This fourth building burned to the ground on June 8, 1907.

Dedicated in May 1908, the fifth church looked much like the one today. Unfortunately, it also followed the
tragic fate that had befallen its two predecessors. At midnight on March 24, 1913, the day after Easter Sunday
and just eight years after the completion of the fifth church, “tongues of flame eagerly lapped up and lifted to
the clouds the building which, with its spire, had all but kissed them,” as the First Reformed Church’s 75th
anniversary book described the scene.

Finishing touches were put on the sixth church just the next year, which was dedicated on September 18, 1914.
Once again, the congregation had triumphed over hardship. The Town Clock was housed in the church’s tower.

FERRY & SON [1851-1871]

1851 is the accepted date for the formation of Ferry & Son. Lillie recorded that a warehouse built by White
and Ferry in 1835 on the river side of Harbor Drive [Lot 9] was sold to Robinson, White, & Williams in
1836, but was shown in a government map dated 1866 as being the Ferry & Sons warehouse. It was the
first retail establishment in Grand Haven, and an advertisement in an 1852 issue of the Grand River Times
read, “Ferry & Sons, Dealers in Dry Goods, Groceries, Provisions, Hardware, Clothing, Boots and Shoes,
Crockery and Medicines—also manufacturers and dealers in all kinds of Lumber. Water Street [Harbor
Drive], Grand Haven. Wm. M. Ferry, Jr. Thos. W. Ferry, Wm. M. Ferry.” By 1850 or 1851 Rev. Ferry and
his son Thomas were the principals of a banking business at the same site. Thomas Stewart White was
Cashier from 1863 to 1865, followed by Henry G. Bigelow. Daniel G. Garnsey was listed as “Teller” in the
1864 Map of Ottawa & Muskegon Counties. The purposes of the banking firm were to purchase and sell
domestic and foreign currency, exchange state banknotes at discount, and collect commercial accounts.



1853

1854

1854

Deposits were not considered essential to the banking enterprise. The bank was liquidated in 1871 when the
First National Bank was formed. Ferry & Sons ran the sawmill, once owned by Hathaway and Butts, at the
foot of Columbus Street, which burned down in 1868. In 1855 or 1856 Ferry & Sons bought five miles of
private logging “tramway” in Robinson Township. Thomas Gilbert had once owned the tramway. Ferry &
Sons had a sawmill in Ferrysburg, about where Johnston Bros. Boilerworks later was built.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SPRING LAKE [1853-present]

A Spring Lake Presbyterian Church Society was formed in 1853 by five local residents: George Lovell,
Lemoyne M. S. Smith, Anna H. Smith, Lydia Norton, and Harriet J. Franklin. That same year the First
Presbyterian Church of Spring Lake was organized by Rev. H. Lucas, a missionary of the American Homes
Missionary Society, and Rev. William M. Ferry of Grand Haven on February 12, 1853. Rev. Lucas became
Pastor the next year, and he was replaced by Rev. Joseph Lord in 1867. In 1861 the church purchased from
a group of “Hollanders” a building they were constructing at approximately 107 South Buchanan. The
Presbyterian and Methodist congregations shared the building until it burned down in 1870. The Methodists
then paid the Presbyterians for their half share and put up their own building four years later. Immediately
following the fire the Presbyterians met at Barber Street School, situated at that time on Park Street. In
1870 the Presbyterians purchased land for $600 from Emma Hopkins, widow of Hannibal A. Hopkins.
With Sarah Savidge’s contribution, the congregation raised approximately $10,000 for a new building. This
structure, located at 212 East Savidge, was dedicated on January 26, 1874. Across the street, at 205 East
Savidge, the Presbyterians dedicated a manse for their minister on November 16, 1906. The church
building was damaged by lightning in 1909, and it burned to the ground eight years later, on August 26.
This later became the site of the Spring Lake Methodist [Wesleyan] Church. For a matter of months the
Presbyterians used the Baptist Church [118 East Exchange] for worship, while they were putting up a new
structure at the corner of Church and Savidge Streets [212 East Savidge]. The new church was dedicated on
March 7, 1920. In 1956 the congregation bought property at 760 East Savidge from the Trotter family and
on February 2, 1958 dedicated a new church at that site, where it remained into the 215 century. [Tribune
article, “SL Presbyterian Church quick facts,” September 13, 2003.]

BLENDON LUMBER CO. [1854-1864]

The Blendon Lumber Company active by 1854 [1856], when it was owned by Frederick B. Leonard,
Thomas C. Brinsmade, and Jonathan E. Whipple, all residents of Troy, New York. They had hired John
Ball, a well-known figure in Grand Rapids, to invest their money in profitable mills. The trio sold the
company to Edward Cole in September 1866, even though the mill had burned down two years earlier. The
company owned more than 200 acres in Sections 30, 31, and 32, of Allendale Township, which included
the company’s headquarters at Blendon Landing on the Grand River. These sections later became part of
Tallmadge and Georgetown Townships. Blendon Lumber also owned several sections in Blendon
Township. In 1857 the company laid seven miles of private railroad track for the lumbering operation,
which started in Section 14 of Blendon Township and ran northeast to Blendon Landing. After the
company’s sawmill burned down in 1864 the track was abandoned, and by 1876 Blendon Landing and its
200 inhabitants had disappeared.

ALBEE’S TANNERY [1854-1884]

Clark B. Albee, who came to Grand Haven from Chicago in 1836 and had a lifelong interest in local civic
affairs, took over Sheldon’s Tannery in 1854. One hundred men were employed, but it was not a financial
success. In 1862 Albee and Giles T. Woodbury, who was a tanner and Albee’s partner, were listed as
operating the business, which filled the neighborhood with piles of bark. At the same time, Woodbury had
a farm and extensive holdings in Allendale Township. The following year Albee sold his commission
business, separate from the tannery, to Albert Stegeman. The 1864 Map of the Counties of Ottawa and
Muskegon showed a tannery on the west side of Second Street between Fulton and Columbus [Lots 133,
134, 165, 166, 167, and 168]. Whether it was located here or further north on Second Street, as Lillie
claimed [Lot 174 for the tannery and Lot 171 for Sheldon’s residence], the tannery was destroyed by fire in
1865; the loss, including a large amount of bark in the factory’s yard, was set at $20,000. A contractor by
the name of David J. Utter was hired to rebuild the tannery, which was completed in 1868, at the corner of
Fulton and Beechtree Streets, near the Grand River. At the same time, the vats were reroofed, and the
boarding house converted into a currier shop for dressing and coloring leather after it was tanned. This later
became the site of the Grand Haven Leather Company [1885] and then Eagle Ottawa [1901]. The
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disastrous Holland fire in 1871 destroyed the Metz Leather Company and the owners of that company
brought their stock to Grand Haven to be finished. Albee continued to operate the tannery, primarily in the
manufacture of sole leather.

Archival pictures revealed that the tannery was still operating in 1881. Since Albee died in 1874, ownership
of the tannery during its final years was undetermined. Apparently the tannery ceased operation in 1884
when the Metz Leather Company of Holland purchased the plant, and the next year fire destroyed it. [See
Grand Haven Leather Co., 1885, for more.]

OTTAWA IRON WORKS [1855-1883]

Ottawa Iron works was started in 1855 by Colonel William M. Ferry Il, Thomas Ferry, and Andrew
Thomson in Ferrysburg and built by the firm of Ferry & Chandler at the approximate site of the north
abutment for the U.S. 31 bridge. The firm employed 150 men. William F. Parish [Parrish] was Manager.
Henry Bloecker, who later had his own shop, worked for the firm from his arrival in 1867 until 1878.
Christian Gallmeyer, who became a partner with Bloecker, also was an employee of Ottawa Iron Works
until 1878, and William F. Dake worked there as well from 1872 to 1880, when he, too, joined Bloecker.
Alexander Rogers of the Rogers Iron Works in Muskegon was Foreman from 1856 to 1857. Ottawa Iron
Works had a machine shop and foundry manufacturing steam pumps, stationary and marine high and low
pressure engines, propeller wheels, mill gearing, and general foundry work, including iron and brass
castings. An invoice dated 1882 advertised that the company specialized in “Saw Mill Machinery of All
Kinds, Steam Pumps, Stationary and Marine Engines, and Propeller Wheels.” In 1880 the plant burned
down and was completely rebuilt on land then known as Ferry Gardens. In 1883 it collapsed financially and
was abandoned. Four years later Johnston Boiler purchased the new buildings.

FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH [1855-present]

The First Christian Reformed church in Northwest Ottawa County started as an independent organization in
1855, with about 25 members. After ten years it became part of the Christian Reformed movement, which
was experiencing vigorous growth at that time. Many of the Dutch immigrants naturally joined this church.
The first minister was Rev. W. H. Frieling, followed over the next 70 years or so by Koene Vanden Bosch,
Klaas. Kuiper, S. S. Vander Heide, W. Groen, and J. G. Van Dyke. Local residents prominent in the church
were Derk Groeneveld, Herman Bartels, Cornelis Northouse [Noordhuis/Nordhuis], Andrew Uitermarkt,
Gerrit Van Lopik, Jan Van Wyk [Van Wyke], and F. Van Mare. The church offically joined the True Dutch
Reformed Church [Christian Reformed Church] on October 9, 1865. Between 1864 and 1867 the
congregation met in a small frame building on the southeast corner of Fifth and Elliott Streets. The
membership next met at 413 Columbus, and when that building was sold the members in 1872 constructed
a new one on the south side of Fulton, midway between Fourth and Fifth Streets [418 Fulton]. The new
church did not have a basement, but one was added in the late 1880s. The Christian School used the space
for classes, moving from temporary quarters in the basement of Petersen’s Store at 530 Jackson Street. In
1893 the school moved to 800 Columbus. The rear access to the church was in approximately the same
location as the entrance to Loutit Library, built many decades later. Around 1890 the church was moved to
the corner of Fourth and Fulton [approximately 400 Fulton, Lot 1, Block 9, Akeley’s Addition]. With 44
steps leading to the front door, in addition to the size of the building, it was not an easy move, even though
it was only a third of a block or so, and the structure nearly tipped over at least once. Rev. Klaas Kuiper
was Pastor at the time of the move. On May 8, 1955 the church held its first service in a new building
located at 516 South Ferry. The congregation had approved purchase of the land in November 1950.
[Tribune article, “First at 150,” September 9, 2005.]

JONES SAWMILL [1856-7]

In 1856 Hamilton Jones erected a steam-powered sawmill, featuring one large circular saw and a siding
mill. The Jones Sawmill was located on the banks of Grand River near the foot of Fulton Street in Grand
Haven.

YOUNG, SAVIDGE & MONTAGUE SAWMILL [1856-1857]

Hunter Savidge’s first company, formed in partnership with other principals and named Young, Savidge &
Montague Sawmill, was short lived. A financial panic of 1857 forced the enterprise out of business.

GOODRICH LINE [1856-1933]
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Captain Albert Edgar Goodrich founded the Goodrich Steamboat Line in 1856 at the age of 30. Goodrich
had worked for the Ward Line and became a ship’s captain. In 1856 he and his friend, George C. Drew,
formed a partnership and leased from the Ward Line the side-wheel steamboat Huron and started carrying
passengers between Chicago, Grand Haven, and Muskegon. The Huron was 165 feet long and used
cordwood as fuel. Knowledge of the ship captain’s reliability spread and business continued to grow.
Goodrich bought out his partner in 1861 and became sole owner. In 1881 he absorbed Northwestern
Transportation Company, which in 1875 had bought Engelmann Transportation. In 1866 the Orion, a
wooden side-wheeler, was delivered to Goodrich at a cost of $68,000. Four years later, on October 16, the
Orion was stranded on a sandbar and wrecked at the entrance to Grand Haven harbor. Captain William
Loutit and his volunteer lifesavers rescued the 61 passengers. Goodrich next purchased the Alpena on April
10, 1868 for $80,000. It sank on October 15, 1880. Among the other ships of the Goodrich Line that visited
Grand Haven harbor were the City of Grand Rapids, Alabama, and Naomi. Another ship, the Christopher
Columbus, was built especially for the 1893 Columbian Exposition in Chicago. It was 362 feet long and
had five decks. It carried nearly 2,000,000 passengers during the six-month Exposition and was still in
service as late as the mid-1930s, when she was scrapped. Goodrich died in 1885, and his son, Albert W.,
continued the business until 1920, when he sold the line for $1,000,000 dollars to H. W. Thorp. Thorp filed
for bankruptcy in 1932 and the line discontinued service on July 10, 1933. Former President of the
Goodrich Line, E. E. Taylor, teamed up with Grand Haven resident Nat Robbins and purchased two of the
firm’s ships at auction, City of Grand Rapids and City of Holland. In the summer of 1933, their ships
started sailing between Grand Haven and Chicago.

VYN BROTHERS STORAGE AND TRANSFER/VYN CO. [1857-1940]

Begun by Derk Vyn as a “one-horse draying business” in 1857, Vyn Brothers Storage and Transfer
Company was located at the northwest corner of Third and Fulton Streets, later the location of the Forum
Building. At the time the business was bought by Nat Robbins V in August 1927, the company had 13
motor trucks, one tractor, three teams, and a warehouse. Vyn was born in 1830 in The Netherlands. His
father, Nicholas who settled in the Zeeland area in 1847, drove the Grand Haven to Holland stagecoach,
and Derk drove a coach between Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo before going into business for himself. The
business begun by Derk grew rapidly when the Chicago & South Shore Railway [later known as the Pere
Marquette] came into Grand Haven and necessitated the transfer of freight on to the ferry boats headed for
Milwaukee and points west, a service Vyn provided. By 1857 the business had two tugboats, the Bill
Brandon and the Captain Tom’s Cabin, which carted freight on the Grand. He had five drays and eight
horses in the 1860s and 1870s. The firm, then known as D. Vyn & Sons, advertised itself as “Draymen and
General Delivery Agents, Dealers in All Kinds of Fire-Wood and Brick.” Derk married Klasstje Trost in
1852, and they had one daughter and five sons: Lambert, Martin, Nicholas, John, and Albert, all of whom
worked in the business. Derk retired about 1880 and died in 1911. Martin eventually moved west and
Albert sold out his interest. Until 1910 the company was known as the “Five Brothers Express,” and in that
year it became Vyn Brothers. The company bought its first truck in 1912. To offset the winter slump in
business, the brothers bought large tracts of wooded dune land for lumbering purposes, 600 to 700 acres
north of the Grand River and another 160 acres near Rosy Mound. The owners built their first warehouse
on the corner of Fulton and Third Streets in 1923, replacing the small frame structure on this site. Later
they purchased the Challenge Refrigerator Company warehouse. By 1925 the company operated one of the
largest fleets of trucks in the state. The company employed 40 men and hired additional crews in the
summer months to unload pulpwood from freighters and to handle a large cement business.

After Lambert retired in 1927, the business was incorporated for $120,000 as the Vyn Company with Nat
Robbins, as owner and President; Bernath P. Sherwood II, Vice President; Hugh E. Lillie, Secretary; and
John Vyn, Treasurer and General Manager. The company was instrumental in helping organize the
Associated Trucking Lines and later became allied with the Eastern Michigan Trucking Association.
Lambert’s home for many years was located at the corner of Second and Columbus Streets, later the
location of the Eagles Lodge at 20 North Second Street. On August 24, 1940 ownership of the business
passed to David C. Doyle of Saginaw and Ben and John Zevelkink of Grand Rapids.

OTTAWA CLARION [1857-1862]

Henry Clubb started publication of the area’s second newspaper, the Ottawa Clarion, in March 1857.
Publication of the Clarion, which supported Republican causes, ceased in the fall of 1862 when Clubb
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entered the military during the Civil War. Not long after his return to Grand Haven after the war Clubb was
elected Alderman, and the next year, 1868, he started publication of the Grand Haven Herald, first as a
weekly, then as a daily, when it was renamed the Grand Haven Daily Herald.

E. L. FULLER & CO. [1857-7]

Begun in 1857 by Edwin L. Fuller, a lumberman, Fuller & Co. was an association of lumbermen and
bankers and was described as a “banking and exchange business.” The company’s building was on the
southwest corner of Clinton and Harbor [Lot 2]. A three-dollar banknote, dated September 1, 1857, was
labeled Lumbermen’s Bank and signed by E. L. Fuller. In 1859 the company built a 600-foot dock along
the riverbank. Hamilton Jones had a sawmill at the west end of the dock. Two years later the dock was
extended to the “Lower Diggings,” later called Government Pond. Fuller’s death in 1866 probably marked
the end of the business.

CUTLER & SAVIDGE LUMBER CO. [1858-1904]

Although Dwight Cutler and Hunter Savidge became partners in a lumbering business as early as 1858,
formal letters of partnership were not drawn until August 31, 1863, and eventually the business became
known as Cutler & Savidge Lumber Company. The two men first bought the Hopkins Mill, located on the
shore of Spring Lake west of the north end of Main Street [Cutler Street]. They then built a new mill close
by on land later known as the Savidge Estate. In 1874 the company purchased an interest in the Robert
Haire property on the Grand River, leading to the formation of Haire, Savidge & Cutler. By then the
business was processing 50,000,000 board feet per year, and it was large enough that a stock company was
organized. The owners had another mill in Ferrysburg, near the location of the later Johnston Bros. Boiler
Company, and the company had lumbering interests in other counties, such as Six Lakes in Montcalm
County where, in 1882, they laid approximately nine miles of private logging railway. Cutler & Savidge
owned land on the Rogue and Flat Rivers, tributaries of the Grand, where much of their timber was
harvested. Eventually, the firm milled 65 to 75 million board feet annually, and for many years the
company’s payroll totaled $1,500 per day for 150 men who worked at the mills in Grand Haven and Spring
Lake. In addition to milling lumber, the firm also owned several ships, such as the three-masted schooners
David Macy, the Hunter Savidge, and the Kate Lyons, used as lumber vessels. The first two vessels were
constructed at the Robertson Ship Yard and, at its height, the company employed 450 to 500 men. George
Christman, who worked for the company, recalled the eleven and a half hour workdays. He reflected on the
time when the employees went on strike in Muskegon and locally, when “gangs of men went up and down
the streets yelling ‘ten hours or no sawdust.”” They eventually won the shorter workday. The Cutler &
Savidge yard stretched from Spring Lake, where the mill itself was located, to the foot of Division Street
and west to the bridge. Much of the ground in that area was built up by sawdust and cuttings.

When Savidge died in 1881, Cutler became President. In 1884 the mill’s dry kiln caught fire, causing
extensive damage. With the local lumbering business dying, the Savidge mill closed in 1889. At that time
the company bought the White & Friant Mill at Leroy, Michigan, where it produced about 25 million board
feet annually until 1893. The business then moved to Cutler, Ontario, Canada, where it closed permanently
in 1904. In 1896 officers of the corporation were Dwight Cutler, President; William Savidge, First Vice
President; James A. Wilson, Second Vice President; Dwight Cutler I, Treasurer; and Herman F. Harbeck,
Secretary. [Partially adapted from History of the Lumber and Forest Industry of the Northwest, written by
George W. Hotchkiss in 1898.]

DETROIT & MILWAUKEE RAILWAY/DETROIT, GRAND HAVEN, & MILWAUKEE
RAILWAY CO./GRAND TRUNK WESTERN RAILROAD [1858-1975]

A chapter of Western Michigan railroading history was written at mid-day on a Wednesday in October
1979, when the last Grand Trunk Western freight train ever to visit the Tri-Cities area rumbled out of
Spring Lake, heading for busier depots and tracks. According to Graydon Meints, in the beginning it was a
very small railroad. Chartered in 1834 as the Detroit & Pontiac Railroad Company, it completed its first
line in 1838 with service from Detroit to Royal Oak. As authorized by the Michigan Legislature on
February 13, 1855, the Oakland and Ottawa Railroad merged that year with Detroit and Pontiac to form the
Detroit and Milwaukee Railroad Company. The new company reached Spring Lake on September 1, 1856.
Service to Ferrysburg, and Grand Haven was inaugurated on November 22, 1858. The distance from
Detroit to Grand Haven was 186 miles. Detroit & Milwaukee Railway Company went into foreclosure on
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October 24, 1860, and it was reorganized as the Detroit & Milwaukee Railroad Company, with the Great
Western Railway of Canada taking a controlling interest. In 1878 the line went into receivership again and
was sold at foreclosure to the newly incorporated Detroit, Grand Haven, & Milwaukee Railway. The Great
Western Railway of Canada retained control until February 1883, when it merged with the Grand Trunk
Railway of Canada. The company merged in 1928 with Grand Trunk Western.

Grand Trunk Western operated successfully throughout Western Michigan. In 1868 Grand Haven voters
agreed to give the railroad company $52,000 to build a track from Ferrysburg to the foot of Washington
Street. As a result, the Grand Trunk Western Depot in Grand Haven, located at Harbor and Washington
Streets, opened on January 1, 1870, so that passengers no longer had to be ferried across the river from the
railroad village developed at the base of Dewey Hill. Freight trains didn’t take advantage of the new track
until six months later. The new depot originally included an attached large freight warehouse. To lay track
on the south side of the river, train equipment was ferried across, track laid to the shoreline, and sand was
brought into the city to make a solid bed in the marshy areas. At the same time the familiar railroad bridge,
west of and parallel to the bascule bridge, was built to connect with the new track. New docks were built
near the Depot to make connections with steamships headed for Milwaukee and Chicago.

In recent years, railroads fell on hard times in less populated areas. Competition from other modes of
transportation, especially cars and trucks, took business away. In 1955 the last passenger train departed
from the Grand Trunk Depot, and in early 1975, Grand Trunk Western requested permission to completely
abandon 21.5 miles of track from Coopersville to Grand Haven, ending freight service, as well.

MILWAUKEE HOUSE [1858-1861]

In 1858 Ernest Andres opened the Milwaukee House, a hotel in the town of Muir at the foot of Dewey Hill.
The train depot was then located on that side of the river and ferries carried passengers to the Grand Haven
side of the river. The hotel burned down in 1861.

GRAND HAVEN NEWS [1858-1876]

The Grand Haven News was issued for the first time on December 22, 1858, replacing the Grand River
Times, which had suspended publication the year before. See the entry for 1851. It ceased publication in
1876.

SANFORD’S CLOTHING [1858-7]

Isaac Platt Sanford started a clothing store in 1858 on Washington Street in Grand Haven. By 1882 his son
Isaac Hull Sanford was running it. By some accounts, Sanford’s was the first clothing store in the area, but
evidently Little Joe’s “Half Price Clothier to the World” preceded it by at least a half-dozen years.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH [1858-1930]

On April 29, 1858, 16 local residents formed a group called the “Congregational Society of Grand Haven.”
Captain William Loutit was one of the original members. A year later, on May 31, members dedicated the
First Congregational Church, located at 134 Washington Street [Lot 137]. On the afternoon of the same day
they installed their first Pastor, Rev. Joseph Anderson, who was given permission to join the 3@ Michigan
Infantry as Chaplain in May 1864. The building was destroyed by fire in 1868 and a new one was built on
the northwest corner of Washington and Sixth Streets [525 Washington]. The new structure was dedicated
on May 12, 1874, while Rev. John V. Hickmott [Hicknott] was Pastor. Services were discontinued around
1930, and the church was razed in the mid-1930s when the City Hall was built. The church’s cornerstone
remains embedded in the grass on the west side of the driveway.

TURNBULL’S BOILER SHOP [1859-1862]

Thomas Turnbull started Turnbull’s Boiler Shop in Ferrysburg in 1859. It was located on the banks of the
Spring Lake channel at 300 Pine, the site of the Johnston Bros. plant. Turnbull’s Boiler Shop failed, was
abandoned in 1862, and later was taken over by Johnston Boiler Works.

CHAPMAN BROS. [1859-7]

The Chapman Bros. Company, founded by David and Jacob Chapman in 1859, manufactured brick. The
company’s location in Spring Lake was uncertain. However, in 1862 they purchased 12 acres in Section 36
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of Fruitport Township [Muskegon County], at the “head of the Bayou,” where a Mr. Cooley had a brick-
making operation. David Chapman also had a farm in Section 31 of Fruitport Township.

WESTON, DUDLEY & SOULE/SPRING LAKE BRICK MFG. CO. [1861-1874]

Weston, Dudley & Soule, a manufacturer of clay bricks located on the south side of Cornelius Bayou on
Spring Lake and later the site of Joseph Safford’s farm, started business in 1861. Hial Grey [Gray]
purchased it in 1874.

WILLARD & BOLLES [1861-1872]

On March 27, 1861 William F. Willard and E. E. Bolles purchased Benjamin F. Eames’s woodenware
business in Ferrysburg and converted it to a pail factory. Called Willard & Bolles, the business was located
in Ferrysburg on the west side of Spring Lake, and included land later occupied by Johnston Brothers
[Block 17, Lots 3 and 4, of the original plat]. Two years later, William and his brother, G. E. Willard,
bought Bolles’s interest and operated the wooden tub and pail factory until it was destroyed by fire in 1872.
The new owners changed the name of the business to Willard & Brother. Benjamin Eames had started the
business in April 1851, with John W. Luscomb as his partner. They constructed the frame building and
drew power from the Ferry Sawmill. In 1856 Eames erected a larger building and provided his own steam
power.

SPRICK’S [SPRIK’S] LIVERY [1862-7]

Henry Sprick’s livery was located on Second Street near Washington, close to the frame building that
served as a school and meeting house for so many years and was the first livery in Grand Haven. He started
out in 1862 with an “old buck board and one horse.” By 1882 he had 36 horses, 12 single buggies, and four
double. He also bought and sold horses. Among his services was providing transportation from the train
and ship depots to Highland Park and other resorts for visitors and their freight. The horse-drawn bus went
by way of Second Street and out Lake Avenue, which meant the horses had to strain to get up the steep
plank street south of Clinton. Sprick died in 1918.

UNION [1862-1872]

Healy C. Akeley started the Union, a Republican newspaper, in 1862. It was edited and published by
Lemoyne M. S. Smith until 1872.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL/UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN SPRING LAKE [1862-1920]

Although Methodist Episcopal circuit riders visited Spring Lake in the early years of its founding, it wasn’t
until 1862 that a Spring Lake Society was formally organized by William Colby. Some of the early
members were Daniel B. Thorpe; Emma, wife of Hannibal A. Hopkins; Eva, wife of Thomas D. Denison;
Hattie, wife of William Flanders; Kate, wife of William Britton; and Loren O. Perham. For the first two
years services were held in the Park Street School, and then the congregation joined the Presbyterians in
purchasing an uncompleted church, started by the “Hollanders,” located on the southeast corner of Savidge
and Church Streets. When fire destroyed the building in 1870 the Presbyterian congregation sold its half
interest in the lot to the Methodists. The Methodists then constructed a new 88’ by 60’ church on the site,
which cost $7,500, including the basement. A parsonage, built at the same time, cost $1,200. After the
church was destroyed in the major fire of 1893, the members built a new sanctuary at 110 East Savidge
Street. The congregation dissolved around 1920. The members liquidated their assets and gave the proceeds
to the Grand Haven Methodists, who were then raising money for a new place of worship. One of the first
pastors to serve in Spring Lake was James W. Reid, who also served the Methodist Church in Grand
Haven.

VANDERBERG FISHERIES [1862-1884]

The Vanderberg [van der Burght] family, headed by Vincent Vanderberg, fished commercially in the
Netherlands before immigrating to the United States. The family business, started in Grand Haven in 1862,
moved to Muskegon in 1884. It remained a Muskegon business until the last tug was sold in 1966. The
family also owned several fish markets in downtown Muskegon until 1972. One of their fishing ships was
the Pearl, a steam schooner built by Duncan Robertson in 1874 and piloted by Adrian O’Beck. This vessel
allowed the fishermen to go farther out in the lake than the smaller boats had allowed. The schooner’s
engine was built at the Ottawa Iron Works in Ferrysburg. O’Beck was one of the owners of the schooner,
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along with Henry Fase and Cornelius Van Zanten. The Pearl was sold in 1893 and moved to Sault Ste.
Marie. Van Zanten and the other stayed in Grand Haven and continued to operate as commercial fishermen.

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS [1862-present]

The local chapter of “Free & Accepted Masons” was organized on May 21, 1862, as Grand Haven Lodge
No. 139. The Lodge received its charter on January 12, 1863. The next month the first officers were
“installed and consecrated:” Thomas Lowe, Worshipful Master; George Hubbard, Senior Warden;
Mordecai Hopkins, Junior Warden; Robert Howlett, Treasurer; and William Parks, Secretary. Corinthian
Chapter, No. 84, Royal Arch Masons, was chartered on January 3, 1873. A large copper coin, labeled “One
Penny,” was minted and distributed to memorialize its founding. Officers of the chapter were George
Hubbard, Charles T. Pagelson, C. P. Selleck, Charles J. Pfaff, Herman Wilson, W. J. Pickering, Henry W.
Buswell, G. W. Stone, J. A. Greer, H. H. Mitchell, and R. H. Sinclair. Around the mid-1870s the Masons
were housed in the Grey Block, at 16 Washington in Grand Haven and their emblem remains visible at the
top of the building. In 1881 a group of Masons decided to organize Grand Haven Council No. 51, Royal
and Select Masons. William Harper and Daniel Gale were charter members. This probably was the Lodge
that occupied the entire third floor of Robert Howlett’s building at 201-203 Washington in the 1880s. In
1917 the Masonic Temple Association purchased the Witherell Building at 232-234 Washington, formerly
Cutler House Hotel, and used the upper floors for meetings and functions. For awhile the Masonic Lodge
was located at 11 South Third Street, but in 1979 the group erected its own building at 344 Fulton. That
year the Association sold the building on Washington to Witherell, Dornbos, Crimmins, & Oakes. The
Spring Lake Lodge met at 115 South Jackson. In 1889 the Eastern Star was organized, and the Low Twelve
Club was formed on November 4, 1908. In 1912 J. Edgar Lee, Charles W. Cotton, and Lawrence H. vanden
Berg were listed as officers.

GRAND HAVEN FIRE DEPARTMENT [1863-present]

A Grand Haven fire department was formally inaugurated in 1863 with Isaac H. Sanford as chief; David F.
Miller, 1% assistant; James Donnelly, Foreman of the Rix Robinson Engine Company; and John Thornton,
Foreman of the Pioneer Hook and Ladder Company. It was reorganized in 1869. The firefighting
equipment, which the crew named “Rix Robinson,” was made in Hudson, New York, by the firm of Clapp
& Jones; it weighed 5,250 pounds and cost $1 per pound. A new steamer, purchased in 1877 at a cost of
$3,000, was called the George Parks. By 1892, following the devastating fire three years earlier, the Grand
Haven Fire Department consisted of 15 men, half of whom remained at the station, then located at the
southwest corner of Washington and Fifth Streets. Their engine was capable of throwing two one-inch
streams of water with 100 pounds of pressure. It was pulled by a team of horses. 3,000 feet of hose and
various hooks and ladders were available.

H. RYSDORP & CO./RYSDORP, BOSCH [BUSCHE] & SPRIK [1863-1877]

In 1863 Henry Rysdorp, Harmon Bosch, and John Sprik combined a barrel stave factory and a lumber mill,
enabling them to produce 40,000 barrel staves a day. Johannes Vos evidently was a partner from the start,
although his name was not added to the company’s title. Originally known as H. Rysdorp & Co., it became
known as Rysdorp, Bosch & Sprik. The manufacturing structure was destroyed by fire in 1877 and the firm
was dissolved. Two years later Vos and a Mr. Brouwer built a new sawmill on the same site. Prior to their
move to Grand Haven, Rysdorp, Bosch, and Sprik had operated a sawmill at Port Sheldon.

MILWAUKEE HOUSE [1863-1870]

The first Milwaukee House, built by Ernest Andres, was located in Muir at the foot of Dewey Hill. It
burned down in 1861. Andres opened a new place with the same name in 1863 in Grand Haven on the
northeast corner of Franklin and Harbor [Lot 26] in 1863. Ed Killean was the manager. Evidently the hotel
closed in 1870.

W. H. BELL & CO. [1863-1882]

After Jabez Barber died at sea in 1854, his sister Eliza inherited the real estate and the Barber & Mason
business. Eliza’s husband, Charles Y. Bell, ran the firm for almost ten years. Then, in 1863, their son,
William H. Bell, bought the business at auction, and according to Lillie gave the sawmill his name, W. H.
Bell & Co. When the second mill was destroyed by fire in 1870, Bell’s Mill was constructed and operated
until 1882.
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JOHNSTON BOILER WORKS/JOHNSTON BROS. BOILERS/JOHNSTON BOILER CO. [1864-
present]

Johnston Boiler was founded as the Johnston Boiler Works by John Watt Johnston, a direct descendant of
James Watt, when he took over the Thomas Turnbull Boiler Shop, which had closed in 1862, located near
the north end of today’s bascule bridge. In 1880 John Johnston retired, and his son, James B., joined his
brother Thomas in managing the business. In 1887 the company purchased the more recently constructed
buildings of the Ottawa Iron Works, owned by members of the Ferry family, which had failed four years
earlier. Known in those days as “Ferry Gardens,” an area set aside by Rev. Ferry for flowers, shrubs, and
fruit trees, the current address is 300 Pine Street. Johnston made boilers for ships constructed at the Hiram
C. Pearson Shipyard, also in Ferrysburg, and Ottawa Iron Works supplied the engines. In 1898 the Johnston
Brothers produced the first all-steel tug, the C. J. Bos, and on May 25, 1907 the company launched the
passenger steamer Mackinac, also made of steel, and in 1925 it manufactured Eveline, a metal ferry boat
that in 2019 continues to transport people and vehicles from Ironton to Charlevoix. Fire destroyed this
building in 1917, and Johnston Brothers rebuilt on the same site. In the early days the firm employed about
20 men. Begun for the purpose of building sawmill boilers and marine boilers, Johnston Bros. products
changed with the times. The business was continued by sons Thomas B. and James B. Johnston in the
manufacture and repair of locomotives and stationary and marine boilers, and in 1891 the name was
changed to Johnston Bros. Boiler Works. In 1896 the company’s annual output exceeded $100,000. In 1950
office space was added to the facility to allow for growth in the boiler industry.

The story of Johnston Bros. was one of a basic product being adapted to changing economic and
technological needs, from sawmill boilers to marine boilers to contractors’ equipment. Heating boilers and
packaged units, either oil or gas fired, were produced to meet shifting demands, including water backed fire
tube boilers since 1870. The company later made equipment used for offshore drilling purposes. Johnston
boilers were used in the construction of the Panama Canal in 1907, in the building of the Mackinac Bridge
in the mid-1950s, and in the production of pile-driving power for oil drilling platforms. In ensuing years
Johnston Bros. was managed by third, fourth, and fifth generations of the Johnston family. In recent years,
Johnston Boilers was bought by Stone International, Limited, of England, and later by Hines Corporation in
Muskegon. In 1998 Hines purchased Stickle Steam Company and moved production to Ferrysburg the next
year. Johnston products were used in food processing and automobile and computer chip manufacturing.

WYMAN, BUSWELL& CO. SAWMILL.WYMAN & CAIRNS SAWMILL [1864-1884]

In 1864 Charles E. Wyman and Henry W. Buswell formed a partnership and began operation of the
Wyman & Buswell Sawmill. [Lillie cited both 1864 and 1866 as the starting date of the partnership.
However, 1864 was the more likely date since the 1864 Map of Ottawa & Muskegon Counties showed the
mill in place at that time.] That same year they bought the Ferry & Sons Mill at the foot of Columbus
Street. When that structure burned down in 1868, they erected a new mill the next year a little farther up the
river, not far from the footings at the south end of today’s U.S. 31 bridge. The new mill had one circular
saw, a “gang” edger, trimmer, and lathe. It employed about 35 men. In addition, the company had timber
interests in Montcalm and Newaygo Counties, where they opened a mill on the Muskegon River at White
Cloud in 1869 and maintained railroad track for their logging enterprise. By 1878 Averill T. Cairns was
part of the company, which by then was called Wyman & Cairns. After the mill was destroyed by fire in
1884, Buswell retired.

BROOM MANUFACTORY [1864- ?]

On November 28, 1864 an advertisement in the Grand Haven News announced the opening of a new
business owned by two young men, Herrick Kamhout and Joseph Godhardt of Grand Haven. The ad
proclaimed, “BROOMS! BROOMS! We, the undersigned, have just established a Broom Manufactory in
Grand Haven, on Third Street, near Dr. [Jacob] McNett’s residence [300 Franklin Street]. We are
unfortunately BLIND, and desirous of earning at least a living by honest, patient industry.” The ad
concluded, “Remember the unfortunate,” and was signed by the owners.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL/UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN GRAND HAVEN [1864-present]

In 1835 a Methodist circuit rider came to Grand Haven to conduct services, but at that time there were not
enough Methodists to start a Society. The Grand Haven News on September 28, 1859 announced that a
Rev. Hall had been in Grand Haven the previous week to serve as minister. The next year he was appointed

16



to meet the religious interests of Methodists in Grand Haven, Spring Lake, and Ferrysburg. However, there
was still an insufficient number of worshippers to establish a Methodist church. In 1864 Edward and Anne
Gatfield, recently arrived from Racine, Wisconsin, gathered other Methodists worshipers in their home,
including William Beardon, Mrs Drummond, Mrs Landon, Frederick and Isabella Graves, Jerry Miller, and
Harrison and Emily Dee. This group made up the first Methodist Society in Northwest Ottawa County. On
June 9, 1873 the Grand Rapids District of the Michigan Conference formally certified the First Methodist
Episcopal Church of Grand Haven. Trustees elected to the Board were Rev. Jamies H. Bignell, Cyrus H. F.
Biggs, Nelson R. Howlett, William Beardon, and John W. Ker. That year Rev. James W. Reid was
reappointed to his post as Pastor of the Spring Lake Methodist Episcopal Church and he simultaneously
served the new organization in Grand Haven. At first the congregation met in members’ homes, but soon
they started to hold their Sunday afternoon meetings at the Ottawa County Court House. In 1878 Rev. J. P.
Force was the first pastor appointed to serve Grand Haven only. The next year the congregation built its
first house of worship, a small, frame structure lighted with kerosene lamps and heated by a wood-burning
stove. It was constructed on the site of the later Loutit Library [407 Columbus]. Ten years later the building
was destroyed in the massive fire of 1889. A new church was dedicated on June 15 the next year in the
same location. The new building had a brick veneer, a large auditorium, and a small lecture room. About
this time the Epworth League of the Methodist Episcopal Church was begun, later to be known as the
Youth Fellowship. A Ladies Aid Society already was underway to organize Church-wide events and to
raise money for special purposes. A long-term split among three groups across the country was healed by a
“declaration of union” on May 10, 1939, and the word “Episcopal” was dropped. As a result of that merger,
the Woman’s Society of Christian Service was organized in September 1940.By 1918 it was clear that the
congregation needed yet another and larger church. The building on Columbus was purchased by the
Bereans, who later sold it to the Nazarenes. A new site was purchased on the southwest corner of
Washington and Fourth Streets, later the location of the Post Office. During construction, the Methodists
rented space from the Unitarian Church, the Congregational Church, and the Christian Reformed Church.
The new brick building was dedicated on January 28, 1923. It cost approximately $25,000 to build and was
considered “Grand Haven’s most modern example of church architecture.” The mortgage was paid off by
January 1944. In 1927 the Men’s Club of the Methodist Church was formed with Charles E. Misner, Josh
C. Lehman, Fred H. Gillard, Nicholas F. Yonkman, Arthur W. Elliott, Paul Taylor, and Herbert W. Smith
forming the Executive Committee. The name of the group changed to the Men’s Brotherhood and then to
Methodist Men. The church suffered a fire on January 14, 1946, but the damage, though extensive, was
reparable. In 1933 Rev. John Clemens was appointed to serve the Grand Haven church and the church in
West Olive. It wasn’t specified when those duties were again separated. Jamies Bignell and his wife,
members of the Methodist church, on August 4, 1940, donated 15 acres of land on Stearns Bayou to be sold
by the church and the proceeds used to bring down the debt. In 1944 the church paid $2,000 for the Dr.
Willard B. Bloemendahl residence, located on Fourth Street next to the church, and rented it for $15 a
month. Eight years later the nearby Vander Wall house was purchased for $2,800, along with a small 29’
by 38’ parcel behind the Woman’s Club, with the hopes of future expansion. In 1950 the church bought the
Edward Huttenga house at 316 South Seventh Street to be used as a parsonage. However, the church,
instead of expanding on its current site, bought a 10-acre parcel from the Hofma Estate in November 1956.
The acreage lay west of Sheldon Road, where Slayton Street ended. A gift of land in 1964 from William
and Virginia Vivian widened the drive into the church property. The cornerstone of the new church at 717
Sheldon Road was put in place on September 18, 1960 and on February 19, 1962 the first service was held
in the new building, a week after the last service was held at the Washington Street church. In January 1963
Central School suffered a destructive fire. The Methodists offered the Grand Haven School Board the use
of the building on Washington Street for as long as necessary and at no cost. In December 1966 the bell
from the old church was given to Central School to replace the one that had been lost in the fire. The
Washington Street church was sold to the United States Government on October 8, 1964 for $20,000. Nine
years later the mortgage for the new building was paid off. The year before two parsonages had been
bought, one for the Senior Minister at 14639 Lakeshore Drive at a cost of $45,500, and the other for use by
the associate minister at 547 Waverly for $24,000. The house at 316 South Seventh Street was sold to
Christian Haven Home for $19,000. In March 1969 the congregation adopted the name “The United
Methodist Church of the Dunes.”

Over the long history of the church many pastors were called to serve. Among the early ministers were W.
W. Rork, who was pastor in 1884 when the first parsonage was bought; following him were C. A. Varnum,
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Hipp, Bennett, Thomas, Calkins, Horner, Shier, Mullen, Merrill, Tanner, Kruse, Wilson, Bowerman,
Minor, Maxwell, Skinner, Large, Chandler, Jordan, Clemens, Boldrey, and Carl Strange in 1950. Among
the community people who helped organize the church and nourish its subsequent growth were Joshua C.
Lehman, who was Superintendent of the Sunday School for 53 years; Leah Bell Lyman, Deaconess and
teacher of religion; Stephen Mead and Everett Husted, who in 1940 organized Boy Scout Troop #5 at the
church; Truman and Wilbur “Ted” Husted; Ralph Van Volkinburg; Peter De Boe; Kennith C. Retzlaff; and
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Bullerdick.

OTTAWA BOOM [BOOMING] CO. [1865-1890]

The Ottawa Boom Company was founded in 1865, with Dwight Cutler | and Hunter Savidge as principals.
Officers were William M. Ferry I, President; Henry T. Bell, Secretary; Dwight Cutler, Treasurer. Captain
Robert Howlett was listed as Secretary in 1865, and in 1876 his son Nelson held the same title. Thomas
Friant joined the company in 1869 when he was 25 years old and ran the business for the next 20 years.
The Booming Company sorted and moved cut timber down the Grand River to the designated mills to be
converted to lumber. The company was located on the Grand River near its confluence with Deremo
Bayou. By 1876 it owned more than 187 acres in Section 26 of Grand Haven Township, bordering the
south side of the Grand River.

HUGHES & CASS PHOTOGRAPHY [1865-7]

Lillie gave Hughes and Cass credit for opening the first photograph studio in Grand Haven in January
1865.

GRAND HAVEN & SPRING LAKE BRIDGE CO. [1866-?]

In October 1866 the Ottawa County Board of Supervisors approved a 30-year charter for construction of a
toll bridge over the Grand River. The span was to extend from the end of “Sawdust Road to Mill Point.”
Tolls were set at 15 cents for a double team and vehicle, a single team and vehicle was 10 cents, horse and
rider 5 cents, and animals were two to three cents each. The charter may have been granted to the Grand
Haven & Spring Lake Bridge Company with capital of $30,000, divided into 300 shares sold at $100 each.
Dr. Stephen Munroe was one of the shareholders. [Lillie p. 313 and an anonymous, undated article titled
“Doctor Stephen Munroe, 1813-1890.” Before the bridge was constructed, Peter La Belle in 1852 was
licensed to provide the ferry service between Spring Lake and Grand Haven. The fare was three cents in
1856, when he successfully petitioned to raise it to a nickel, with tickets for fifteen fares or more available
at three cents each.

STORRS & CO. MILL [1866-1875]

Carlton L. Storrs built a sawmill on the banks of the river near downtown Grand Haven in 1866. Known as
Storrs & Co. Mill and also as the Red Mill, it was destroyed by fire nine years later.

PEARSON’S SHIPYARD [1866-1872]

Harrison C. Pearson [Pierson] sold his shipyard in Ogdensberg, New York and in1866 came to Ferrysburg
to start a new shipyard. Pearson’s Shipyard employed up to 100 ship carpenters at times. Located just north
of Johnston’s factory, the company-built schooners and tug boats, using engines produced by Ottawa Iron
Works and boilers by Johnston Boiler Works. The first ship he built, under consignment for William M.
Ferry Il and Captain Heber Squier [Canfield Tug Line], was the 14-ton propeller-driven tug Hunter
Savidge. Other vessels were the 14-ton propeller Col. Ferry, built in 1867 for Leon Smith, et al; F.M.
Knapp, a 344-ton schooner built in 1867 for Henry Liesk; Major N. H. Ferry, a 152-ton schooner built in
1867 for Brice A. Miller; R.P. Mason, a 169-ton schooner built in 1867 for John Leish, et al; Michigan 3d,
built for Michigan Barge Company in 1868; Laketon, a 147-ton propeller, built in 1868 for W. Mitchel, et
al; William H. Browne, a 39-ton propeller, built in 1868 for J. Fisher; Joseph Heald, a 38-ton propeller,
built in 1873 for Charles Waiteman, et al; and Alice E. Getty, a 44-ton propeller, built in 1883 for Barney,
Wilds, & Co. Pearson invented a solar attachment to the surveyor’s transit and improvements to the
propeller wheel, along with many other creations. When the Spring Lake Clinker Boat Company was
organized in 1887, it took over Pearson’s patents. In 1913 Klaus Katt of Spring Lake built a shipyard on the
same site.

ALOYS BILZ HARDWARE/BILZ PLUMBING AND HEATING [1866-present]
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The long-lasting Aloys Bilz Tin & Hardware store opened in 1866, very near the Bilz plumbing and
heating business later located at 304 West Savidge. Bilz lost his hardware store and all he owned in an
1871 fire but was able to rebuild shortly afterward with a $10,000 loan for Hunter Savidge. A 1903 invoice
noted that Aloys Bilz was a “Dealer in Hardware, Furniture, Agricultural Implements, And Sporting
Materials.” At that time a wheelbarrow cost $1.45, a thousand brick could be bought for $8.50, and
hatchets ran 50 cents apiece. Richard Cook and Daniel Downs, who later purchased the Bilz business, in
1998 bought the Bilz residence at 107 South Division with the intent of converting it to office space.

JAMES BARNES FURNITURE STORE [1866-1904]

James Barnes [Barns] came to Grand Haven in 1846 at the age of 23 and with his twin brother, John,
started the Grand River Times in 1857. In 1866 James left the newspaper and opened the James Barnes
Furniture Store at 121 Washington Street in Grand Haven. The store changed owners in 1904, when John J.
Boer and Sons took over.

F. D. VOS GROCERIES & PROVISIONS [1866-@1910]

With John Fuite as his partner, Frederick D. Vos started the F. D. VVos Groceries & Provisions store in
1866. Six years later, Fuite dropped out, and Vos advertised himself as a dealer in “Groceries, Provisions,
and Family Supplies. Fruits, Confectionery, School Materials, also Crockery, Glassware.” His store was
located at 603 Fulton Street in Grand Haven.

UNITED STATES CUSTOM SERVICE [1866-1913]

Healy C. Akeley was the first Collector of Customs assigned to the Grand Haven office, beginning in 1866.
The jurisdiction of the office included the west half of the lower peninsula and the south half of the upper
peninsula, until 1913, when the headquarters was moved to Detroit in a move to consolidate all the
Michigan offices. Akeley was followed by Dudley O. Watson, who served from 1885 to 1889 and again
from 1893 to 1897, George W. McBride, who filled the office from 1889 to 1893, George A. Farr, from
1897 to 1906, and Walter 1. Lillie, from 1906 to 1913. Lillie was the last Collector at the Grand Haven
office.

ST.JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH/GERMAN LUTHERAN CHURCH [1866-preer]

Also known as the German Lutheran Church, St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church was organized in
Grand Haven on April 8, 1866. German-born Rev. John Daib of Grand Rapids was the first Pastor. Services
were in German. A sanctuary was constructed in 1867 at the northwest corner of Franklin and Sixth Streets
[531 Franklin] on a lot donated by Rev. William Ferry. A basement was added in 1883, and a steeple and
bell tower were added twelve years later. Among the charter members were Charles Pagelsen, John
Zietlow, John Seitz, Henry Saul, Henry Baar, William Dehn, Henry Wasch, and Christian Minck. Rev.
Frederick W. Spindler, also a native of Germany, followed Rev. Daib in 1871. The church building was
razed in the early 1970s and a new one constructed at 525 Taylor, where St. John’s Lutheran School had
been located since at least the mid-1950s. The land on Franklin Street was acquired by nearby St. John’s
Episcopal Church. [Tribune article “GH church sees old windows again,” September 15, 2004.]

HOPKINS & FERRY SAWMILL [1867-1871]

John W. Hopkins and Colonel William Ferry Il started construction of a sawmill in the spring of 1867,
using machinery made at the adjacent Ottawa [Ferrysburg] Iron Works. Called the Hopkins & Ferry
Sawmill, it was located in Ferrysburg at the northwest junction of Spring Lake and the Grand River, was
sold in 1871 to Batchellor, Slaght, and Shippey of Chicago, who sold it to the Grand Haven Lumber
Company in 1881. Both Batchellor and Shippey became residents of the area.

MECHANIC’S DRY DOCK & SHIPYARD [1867-1886]

Established in 1867 by Thomas W. Kirby, John W. Callister [Calister/Collister], and John Neil, Mechanics
Dry Dock & Shipyard was located on the north bank of Harbor Island in the Grand River and included
floating docks. In 1881 $200,000 was spent for repairs and expansion to the yard. By then it had four dry
docks, capable of raising 300-ton vessels. The 230-foot steam barge H. C. Akeley was built at Mechanic’s
in 1881 at a cost of $110,000. This vessel was lost in a storm off Saugatuck two years later. Another boat
constructed here was the Charlotte Gray, a 12-ton propeller, built for Mr. Cook. The shipyard also was
referred to as Thomas W. Kirby’s.
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ROBERTSON & CO. SHIPYARD/GRAND HAVEN SHIP BUILDING CO. [1867-1894]

Started in the fall of 1867, Robertson & Co. Shipyard was owned by Scotsmen Duncan Robertson, Paul
MccColl, Peter Sinclair, and Captain John Budge. Located on a triangular spot of four acres on the south
bank of Grand River near the north end of Second Street, the business employed 35 to 70 men. The City of
Grand Rapids, a 206-ton, propeller driven vessel, was built in 1879 for Hannah, Lay & Co. H. C. Hall, also
propeller driven, was another vessel built by Robertson’s, as was the lonia, owned and operated by Captain
William Loutit. Another boat, built for Cutler, Savidge, & Company and named the Hunter Savidge, was
launched in 1879 [1878]. It foundered in a storm on August 20, 1899, with the loss of five lives, including
the pilot, Captain Sharpsteen, and his wife. The Savidge was 117 feet long and 27 feet across. In 1881 the
shipyard owners made repairs and improvements to the facility at a cost of $47,500. One of its last boats
was the 160-foot wooden-hull steamboat Pentland, built for William R. Loutit in 1894. The following list

of other vessels that came out of this shipyard was taken from the 1893 Compendium:

1869
1870

1871

1873
1874

1875
1876
1877
1878
1879

1880

1881

1882

1883

1884

1885

1886

1887

1888

1889

R.M. Maria, 35-ton propeller, built for C. T. Burnham.

City of Grand Haven, 230-ton barge, built for H.V. O’Brien.

Robert Howlett, 157-ton schooner, built for William Tremper, et al.
Wolverine, 195-ton barge, built for Michigan Barge Company.

Henry F. Brower, 30-ton propeller, built for W.E. Richards, et al.
Dwight Cutler, Jr., 24-ton propeller, built for a Mr. Oterling.

E.C. Oggel, 25-ton tug, built for A. Fisher.

J.W. Johnson, 25-ton tug, built for Thomas W. Kirby.

Ottawa, 163-ton schooner, built for William R. Loutit.

Pearl, 24-ton propeller, built for Adrian O’Beck [Obeke] & Company.
Mary Ellen Cook, 174-ton schooner, built for John R. Cook, et al.
Stewart Edward, 18-ton propeller, built for Thomas Stewart White, et al.
Tempest, 283-ton propeller, built for White, Dalton, & Co.

Agnes, 9-ton propeller, built for a Mr. Hitchcock.

David Macy, 192-ton schooner, built for Dwight Cutler, et al.

Claude, propeller, built for Thomas Stewart White, et al.

Peter Dalton, 47-ton propeller, built for E.P. Dowling, et al.

Charlie J. Gnewnch, 37-ton propeller, built for A.O. Wheeler, et al.
N. McGraft, 11-ton propeller, built for Muskegon Booming Company.
Stephen C. Hall, 447-ton propeller, built for F.W. Gilchrist, et al.
Albert Soper, 410-ton propeller, built for L.B. Fortier.

George P. Savidge, 29-ton propeller, built for Joshua Smallman.
Charles A. Street, 268-ton barge, built for William H. Loutit.

Charles E. Wyman, 234-ton schooner built for C.E. Wyman, et al.
George D. Sanford Jr., 51-ton propeller, built for J.W. Zimmerman.
White & Friant, 290-ton propeller, built for Charles T. Brown.

Bruce, 11-ton propeller, built for R. Ford Lumber Company.

Carrie A. Ryerson, 58-ton propeller, built for Henry Jacobs.

Homer E. Reeves, 11-ton propeller, built for James A. Travis.

I.M. Weston, 95-ton propeller, built for D. Whitney, Jr.

Lou Cummings, 62-ton propeller, built for Gen. Robertson, et al.
Lizzie Walsh, 37-ton propeller, built for Jay McCluer.

Thomas Friant, 81-ton steamer, built for Reuben Vander Hoef.
Duncan Robertson, 37-ton tug, built for George W. Miller.

Nellie, 21-ton steamer, built for E. Bradley.

Alice M. Gill, 264-ton barge, built for William Gill & Sons.

Thomas R. Scott, 268-ton barge, built for John Lang.

Peter Coates, 53-ton tug, built for Coates & Arnold.

Mary H. Boyce, 812-ton barge, built for Munroe, Boyce & Company.
A. Meister, 35-ton tug, built for Adrian O’Beck and Cornelius Van Zanten.
Mary A. McGregor, 812-ton barge, built for Munroe, Boyce & Company.
Charles Augur, 37-ton tug, built for Fisher Brothers.

Sachem, 739-ton barge, built for William H. Loutit.
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1890  lonia, 1,287-ton barge, built for William H. Loutit.
Frank Edward, 40-ton tug, built for John Zietlow.
Crescent, 71-ton steamer, built for H.G. Webb.
E.M.B.A., 60-ton tug, built for L. Coates.
1891  Henry Troy, 45-ton tug, built for Henry Troy.
Frank B. Geiken, 55-ton tug, built for John Geiken.
Alice, 45-ton tug, built for Smith & Sons.
Major Dana, 65-ton tug, built for Thompson, Smith & Sons.

The Compendium also credited Robertson with launching thirteen “steam yachts,” ranging from three to
eight tons, whose names were not recorded. In the Compendium the company name appeared as the Grand
Haven Ship Building Company, with Duncan Robertson, Manager, and John Budge, Secretary. Its specialty
was building, rebuilding, and repairing “Tugs, Fishing Boats, Yachts and Launches.”

GLOVER & BALL FACTORY [1867-7]

The Glover & Ball Factory started to manufacture carriages at a shop on Second Street in 1867. Martin
Glover and R. Ball were the owners.

IRON WORKS/GRAND HAVEN IRON WORKS [1867-1881]

Started in 1867 by Frank Spencer and Archibald Brown, the Iron Works was located on Lot 85 on the
northwest corner of First and Elliott Streets [approximately 201 North First]. The business was taken over
in 1871 by James Lewis, Otto Gronberg, and John Bryce The new owners renamed their business Grand
Haven Iron Works and enlarged the facility. About 1878 Henry Bloecker left the Ottawa Iron Works in
Ferrysburg and bought out Gronberg’s interest. The old buildings burned down on May 1, 1881, and
partners John Bryce, Henry Bloecker, and Christian Gallmeyer erected new facilities and renamed the
business Bryce, Bloecker, & Gallmeyer.

OTTAWA HOUSE [1867-7]

Located on the northeast corner of corner of First and Fulton Streets [105 Fulton, Lot 92], Ottawa House
was built in 1867 by Mathias Pellegrom and managed by James Donnelly. Pellegrom later bought the
business and was still running it in 1893. The structure was a three-story frame boarding house, measuring
54 feet by 50 feet, with 20 bedrooms and a large office. Lillie stated that the hotel was built in 1868. At
least two other hotels in the area had the same name. One was in Port Sheldon in the late 1830s, and the
other one, owned and managed by Henry Pennoyer, had opened in Grand Haven by 1851 at the corner of
Franklin and Water [Harbor] Streets.

EMLAW SAWMILL/EMLAW, BOYCE & STORRS SAW MILL [1867-1881]

Andrew J. Emlaw in 1867 built the Emlaw Sawmill on the north bank of the South Channel in Grand
Haven. When Sherman Boyce and Carlton Storrs joined him as partners, the name was changed to Emlaw,
Boyce & Storrs Sawmill. In 1881 the Grand Haven Lumber Company bought this mill, along with three
others. Emlaw continued as an officer with the new company.

HAIRE & COLE SAWMILL [1867-1871]

Thomas White built a sawmill on the Grand River near the foot of Division Street in Spring Lake about
1851. It became Haire & Cole Co. in 1867, under the ownership of Robert Haire and Edward Cole of the
Blendon Lumber Company. Four years later Cole sold his interest to William D. Tolford of Grand Rapids,
and the company was renamed Haire & Tolford. The fire of 1871 started here, destroying much of Spring
Lake Village and leaving 70 families homeless. In 1874 Cutler & Savidge bought the business.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF SPRING LAKE [1867-present]

The first Baptist organization in Spring Lake was formed on December 7, 1867 by Cyrus B. Raymond,
Phineas Baldwin, Moses Brown, William Penn, Benjamin Campbell, William Brown, Mary E. Raymond,
Lorinda Lee, Jane Hancock, and Mary Ann Brown. Rev. James Monroe was hired as their first pastor in
1868 at a salary of $600, and in the same year the congregation paid $300 for a lot on the southwest corner
of Exchange and Meridian Streets [Lot 4, Haire, Tolford, & Hancock’s Addition], and there they
constructed a church. The charter Board of Trustees of the church included Hunter Savidge, Robert Haire,
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and George Hancock. The George Christman family was among the community leaders who supported the
Baptist faith. The church building was lost in the fire of 1893, and a new one was built on the same site at a
cost of $2,500. The First Baptist Church of Spring Lake continued to meet at its site at 118 East Exchange
into the 21% century.

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH [1867-present]

Members of the First Christian Reformed Church in Grand Haven built their first church, a small, frame
building at 413 Columbus, in 1867. The janitor, Mr. Uitermarkt, had the task of lighting each Saturday
evening the two stoves that provided heat to the church. It took all night for the building to get warm
enough for services the next day. Services began at 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. and lasted three hours. Five
years later the building was moved to 606 Jackson, where it was sold to an African American congregation.
The church then constructed a new church mid-way between Fourth and Fifth Streets on the south side of
Fulton in 1872 [approximately 418 Fulton]. The new church did not have a basement, but one was added in
the late 1880s. The Christian School used the space for classes, moving from temporary quarters in the
basement of Petersen’s Store at 530 Jackson Street. In 1893 the school moved to 800 Columbus. The rear
access to the church was in approximately the same location as the entrance to Loutit Library, built many
decades later. Around 1890 the church was moved to the corner of Fourth and Fulton [400 Fulton, Lot 1,
Block 9, Akeley’s Addition]. With 44 steps leading to the front door, in addition to the size of the building,
it was not an easy move, even though it was only a third of a block or so, and the church nearly tipped over
at least once. Rev. Klaas Kuiper was pastor at the time of the move.

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH [1867-present]

Priests had visited parishioners in Mill Point and Ferrysburg as early as 1850. The first local church
building was erected in 1857 in Ferrysburg. In 1859 Father Takken held mass there for the first time. A
year later he became the first resident priest of a new Roman Catholic parish and church building in Mill
Point [Spring Lake], which served Catholics from Grand Haven and Ferrysburg until 1872 [see St. Mary’s
Church, 1850]. Worshipers south of the Grand had to go by rowboat to visit either of the churches on the
north side. About 20 Catholic families in Grand Haven formally organized St. Patrick’s Church in 1867.
Among the first pastors to serve St. Patrick’s were the Reverends T. J. Murphy, who oversaw construction
of the first church in Grand Haven in 1872-73, M. Dalton, Ed Caldwell, T. J. O’Conner, H. P. Mans, and
Daniel J. Hyland, who served from 1911 to 1948. Community people who helped in the formation of the
church were Captain Thomas W. Kirby, Captain John Furlong, David Hanrahan, Pat Doherty, James
MccCarthy, Jerry Haggerty, Richard Connell, John Golden, and William Gleason. The church from that
point on was located in the 800 to 900 block of Fulton, opposite its original site. The church in Ferrysburg
was no longer mentioned.

MICHIGAN BARGE CO. [1867-7]

The exact starting date of Michigan Barge Company is lost, but it was begun by Galen Eastman, who lived
from 1829 to 1899. Later Captain Thomas W. Kirby and John Furlong combined to form the Kirby-Furlong
Barge Company. Michigan Barge Company owned the vessel New Era in 1867, Michigan the 3d in 1868,
Mary Amanda in 1869, Wolverine in 1871, Callister in 1873, and Transfer in 1874, all built locally.
Michigan Barge was directed by Captain Kirby for 13 years.

GRAND HAVEN CONCERT BAND [1868-?]

The original members of the Grand Haven Concert Band, formed in 1868, were George Miller, Stewart
White, Nathaniel Slayton, George Hubbard, Dr. Arend Vander Veen, Will Fordham, Sawin Gale, Sheriff
Bailey, Henry Thomas, James Brayton, James Stephenson, Chid Duvernay, David Rose, Cornelius De
Vlieger, and George Saxton. Their fee that year for playing at the Fourth of July Celebration was $200. In
1870 the band raised money to construct a frame building on the northwest corner of Franklin and Second
Streets, later the site of the Armory.

WINSOR [WINZOR] COAL, SALT & CEMENT CO. [1868-7]

Zenas Winsor, who had been a clerk for Rix Robinson since at least 1834, opened the Winsor Coal, Salt, &
Cement Company in 1868. He also was an agent for the Chicago and Grand Rapids Steamboat Line, and
later for the Goodrich Transportation Company.
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CITY FLOURING MILLS [1868-7]

In 1879 George Forrest came to Grand Haven and purchased the City Flouring Mills for the Forrest
Brothers Company, which had several similar mills throughout the country. He remained to manage the
mill. The engineer was Orson Vanderhoef, who moved to Grand Haven from Ohio. The business was
housed in a three-story frame building constructed by the Forrest Brothers on the west side of South Second
Street, just off Washington. City Flouring Mills started business in 1868.

MUNROE, THOMSON LUMBER CO. [1868-1872]

Stephen L. Munroe and John Thomson formed Munroe, Thomson Lumber Company in 1868. Their
sawmill, located near the north end of Jackson Street in Spring Lake [Block 2, Bryant’s Addition], had
been built by Dr. Stephen Munroe the year before. Warner VVos also had a financial interest in the business.
After the mill burned down in 1872, Sherman H. Boyce bought out John Thomson’s interest, and the name
of the firm was changed to Munroe, Boyce & Co. Stephen L. Munroe was Dr. Munroe’s nephew.

MUSKEGON & FERRYSBURG RAILROAD [1868-1869]

The Muskegon & Ferrysburg Railway Company started to lay 17 miles of track between Muskegon and
Ferrysburg in 1868. L. G. Mason was President, Frederick A. Nims, Secretary and Attorney, and Major
Davis, Samuel R. Sanford, A. Rodgers were among the Directors. The line started carrying passengers in
December 1869 and was the first railroad to go into Muskegon. The company consolidated with Michigan
Lakeshore Railroad Company in 1869.

GRAND HAVEN HERALD [1868-1885]

Henry S. Clubb started publication of the Grand Haven Herald in 1868, first as a weekly publication, then
as a daily. The newspaper leaned toward Republican politics. In 1872 M. M. Lewis published a hewspaper
called the Weekly Herald, but it evidently was not related to Clubb’s publication, which was sold to Charles
N. Dickinson on December 7, 1872. Dickinson in turn sold it about three months later to S. L. Morris.
Morris sold a half-interest in the paper to Crimins H. Du Bois [Dubois], who became editor and by 1875
had full ownership. Du Bois sold it to Whitman Stoddard Benham in 1877, who continued publication until
he lost his life in the wreck of the Alpena October 15, 1880. [Lillie noted that Benham bought the paper in
1873.] Early in 1881 Guy Weber purchased the newspaper from the Benham estate, and Horace G. Nichols
joined him as partner. About March 1881 they sold their interests to the firm of Kedzie & Company,
consisting of Andrew S. Kedzie and his son Donald, with Adam becoming the editor. The new owner
advertised the paper as being “STEADFASTLY REPUBLICAN, EARNESTLY REFORMATORY.”

MICHIGAN LAKE SHORE RAIL ROAD CO. [1869-1878]

On February 5, 1869 the Michigan Lake Shore Rail Road Company was incorporated in Grand Rapids with
a capital of $500,000, with the intent of operating 22 miles of track between Ferrysburg and Holland,
primarily for logging purposes. A few months later it merged with the Muskegon & Ferrysburg line and the
Allegan & Holland line to form the Michigan Lake Shore Company. Ransom Gardner of Kalamazoo was
President, A. J. Kellogg of Allegan was Secretary and Treasurer, and George Goss, also of Allegan, was
Supervisor. The line between Muskegon and Ferrysburg was opened in December 1869, and the next
August service was open from Muskegon to Allegan. The first engines burned wood as fuel, and great piles
of it could be seen along the tracks where the engines stopped and loaded their tenders. The company was
sold at foreclosure on October 15, 1878 to the Grand Haven Railroad Company.

CHICAGO & MICHIGAN LAKE SHORE RAILROAD CO. [1869-1878]

On April 23, 1869, a company was organized at St. Joseph, Michigan and called the Chicago & Michigan
Lake Shore Railroad Company. Its purpose was to build a railroad from New Buffalo northward along the
western shore of Lake Michigan. The work of laying the track began in St. Joseph. The grading was rapidly
carried southward from there and on February 2, 1870, the road was completed to New Buffalo.
Subsequently it was built northward from St. Joseph, being completed to Grand Junction, in Van Buren
County, on February 28, 1871, and to Pentwater on January 1, 1872.

In the next few years Chicago & Michigan merged with other railways, such as the Lake Shore Railroad
Company of Western Michigan, Grand Rapids & Lake Shore, and others. The company went into
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receivership on November 11, 1876 and two years later was sold at foreclosure to Chicago & West
Michigan.

During the early years railroads often operated at a loss. They depended upon lumber shipments and found
it difficult to compete with the lake boats as a means of transporting the milled wood. The Chicago & Lake
Shore ran up a deficit of $466,815.76 in the three years it was in operation between 1869 and 1872.

GRAND HAVEN COURIER JOURNAL [1869-1891]

Dr. Mary Kitchel stated in her Centennial book that the Grand Haven Courier Journal was founded in
1869, although the February 1897 issue of Headlight Flashes, distributed by the Chicago Railroad
Publishing Company as “a handsome souvenir edition,” cited the year as 1868. In any event, Horrace G.
Nichols bought this weekly newspaper and the Grand Haven Daily Tribune in 1891. The Courier Journal
claimed it was “Republican In Politics.”

MILLER & CO. HARDWARE [1869-1871]

After working in George Hubbard’s hardware store for several years, George W. Miller went into
partnership with his brother-in-law, John Stark, and opened Miller & Company Hardware at 202-204
Washington in 1869. Since the Akeley Block was constructed at this site in 1871, it is possible the
hardware store went out of business then.

SPRING LAKE INDEPENDENT [1869-1876]

John G. Lee started publishing the Spring Lake Independent in 1869 in partnership with a Mr. Donald. Lee
bought out Donald not long afterward, and in 1875 H. H. Gibson bought a half interest in the newspaper,
which Lee bought back at the end of the year. Not long after that, the Independent was combined with
Hitchcock’s Grand Haven News, which in July 1876, was published as the News Journal. Hitchcock retired
in January 1877.

WHITE & FRIANT & CO. SAWMILL [1869-1881]

In 1869 Thomas S. White and Thomas Friant bought the Norton Sawmill on Grand River at Nortonville
from Frederick Ranney, who had owned it for two years. The new owners operated the mill as White &
Friant. In 1881 the Grand Haven Lumber Company bought this mill, along with three others.

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH OF SPRING LAKE [1870-1971]

The First Reformed Church of Spring Lake was founded on March 20, 1870, when members split away
from their mother church in Grand Haven in order to avoid the cumbersome trip across the Grand River.
The original members of the splinter group were Ate [Otto] and Egberta De Witt; Reender Reenders; Hesse
and Willemje [Minnie] Osterhoff [Oosterhof]; Thys Stadt; R. Hovinga; W. Busje; Anne and Derkje
Mulder; Jan [John] and Jane Langeland; Arend and Caerting Hietbry; Jantje Visser; and Dina Kuiper. They
built their first church the same year, a 32° by 50’ structure located at 210 Summit, which was dedicated in
September even though scaffolding was still in place and they organized a Sunday School. Their first pastor
was Rev. James De Pree. Five years later the congregation was able to purchase a parsonage for De Pree.
John Huizenga was the first church janitor, hired for $35 a year. His duties included cutting all the firewood
needed to heat the building. The church was enlarged in 1885 with an addition of 20 feet, which included a
basement. Not long after that, as the lumber business went into decline, church membership dropped from
130 families to 90 in six years, and by 1895 it was down to 70 families. By the turn of the 20" century, the
economic climate had improved, and membership started growing. During the next ten years a pipe organ
was installed, the basement was enlarged, and a new parsonage was built. In 1913 electric lights were put in
and the church was redecorated. By 1916 the church was debt free and still growing. In the late 1920s
several lots were purchased on Exchange Street as a site for a new church building. The depression delayed
construction, but the church still was able to make several gifts to nearby organizations, such as $110 to
Hope College, $110 to Western Theological Seminary, and $15 to the Anti-Saloon League.

Finally, in 1938, a new sanctuary at 225 East Exchange was completed at a cost of $41,000, with $25,000
of that amount already in the building fund. The remainder was paid off by 1945. The stained glass
windows were gifts from members in memory of their loved ones. The new building included a new organ.
This building later became the parlor of Christ Community Church. In 1949 members John Kruizenga,
Gerrit Bottema, and Henry Kammen built a parsonage. In 1958 an educational wing was added to the
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church, followed by a new sanctuary in 1978, and an administrative wing, pastoral suite, classrooms,
library, and chapel in 1990. In 1971 the name of the church was changed to Christ Community.

A Ladies Church Aid Society was formed in 1927 for the purpose of raising funds for special projects, and
there was a series of young people’s group called the Christian Endeavor Societies. A host of pastors
served the church over the years, after Rev. De Pree left in 1880. Among those were J. Zwemer, R. H.
Joldersma, M. Kolyn, G. J. Hekhuis, A. Zwemer, B. Hoffman, S. C. Nettinga, H. Frieling, J. J. Van der
Schaaf, H. Mollema, Cornelius Lepeltak 11, and S. C. De Jong, who left in 1941. Richard A. Rehm served
from 1960 to 1964, returned in 1970, and was Pastor until his retirement in 2004. During his tenure the
congregation adopted the name Christ Community Church in 1971.

SPRING LAKE SALT CO. [1870-1871]

Professor Alexander Winchell, a geologist from the University of Michigan, was the guest of Spring Lake
resident and businessman Hunter Savidge early in 1870. Winchell believed that there were salt deposits
under the entire state. With that impetus, Aloys Bilz, Hunter Savidge, Allan Adsit [Adzit], and Robert
Haire founded the Spring Lake Salt Company. This business was located next to Hunter Robbins’s estate
on the Hopkins Mill Site, north of Liberty Street [Block 2 of the original plat]. The owners bought drilling
equipment from the Hopkins and Hancock Sawmill and commenced boring for salt. Instead, they found
magnetic mineral springs at a depth of 200 feet. The company disbanded and next year the same group of
four built the Spring Lake House, a beautiful mineral spa, to take advantage of the spring’s medicinal
effects.

NATIONAL HOTEL [1870-1881]

Phillip Rosbach [Rosback] built the National Hotel on the southeast corner of Columbus and Harbor [Lots
19 and 20] in 1870 and ran it for several years. He paid $3,500 for the lots. The swampy conditions made it
necessary to drive piles deep into the ground to establish a firm foundation. Michael C. Carpenter, who had
operated a boarding house and farm in Nunica, became owner and manager of the hotel in 1881. By the
1890s, or earlier, Roshach was managing the Kirby House.

SPRING LAKE MAGNETIC MINERAL SPRINGS CO./SPRING LAKE HOUSE [1870-1916]

The discovery of magnetic waters in 1870 led to the formation of the Spring Magnetic Mineral Springs
Company, with Walter G. Sinclair of Spring Lake as Secretary. The company erected the Spring Lake
House on the site of the magnetic waters, located roughly between Cutler and Rex and north of Liberty
Street, and extending to the shores of Spring Lake [600 West Liberty, Block 2 of the original plat]. Just to
the west was the Cutler and Savidge Sawmill. The hotel, which costs $70,000 to build in 1871, consisted of
74 rooms, with another 30 rooms in adjoining cottages, providing room for 250 guests. Bowling and
billiards were also offered. The grounds were made attractive by the addition of fountains, flowers, shade
trees, and a well-trimmed lawn. The bathhouse, built over the spring, was nearby. Owners claimed
“Bathing in this water is a luxury. It is perfectly cleansing without soap, and remarkably strengthening.”
However, a letter printed in a Grand Haven newspaper on July 4, 1872, shed a different light: “Your
correspondent visited the famous Spring Lake well a few days since, swallowed some goblets of the
brackish water which is pumped out of the bowels of the earth for the healing of Spring Lakers. They seem
to consider it a solemn duty to drink large quantities of the stuff, and to insist that they like it. Most of them
get so they can swallow it without making faces, but all look very serious as they gulp down the slightly
salty, insipid liquid.” [“The Saratoga of the West,” by John Dryhout, Quarterly Journal of the Great Lakes
Historical Society, Fall, 1964.] The Savidge family was the primary owner of the resort. In 1880 fifty new
rooms were added. An announcement that year alerted potential guests, “This Charming Summer Resort,
one of the most delightful in the Northwest, is situated two miles from Grand Haven, from whence, as well
as from Chicago, it is easy of access, either by rail or water. The Tourist has very attraction and amusement
afforded—pure air, fine scenery, Fishing, Rowing, Sailing, Steamboating, Hunting, Etc.” The flyer added
that Dr. Cyril P. Brown was in attendance and that Captain Jonathan Soule would meet the boats in Grand
Haven and take passengers to and from the hotel. In the early 1900s Edwin C. Dyer bought the resort and
managed it. The hotel was destroyed by fire on June 16, 1916.

FERRY & WHITE/WHITE, GLOVER & CO. [1871-1877]
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William M. Ferry 11, Samuel C. Glover, and John White, of Ontario, Canada, started construction of the
Ferry & White sawmill in October 1871, at the east end of Fifth Street in Ferrysburg [Lot 22]. The mill
burned down on July 4, 1877, the same year White and Glover bought out Ferry.

BAKKER SAWMILL/DERK BAKKER & SONS SAWMILL/D. BAKER & SON LUMBER [1871-
present]

Derk Bakker and his brother Jeltze started the Bakker Sawmill in 1871 on the south shore of the South
Channel at the foot of Third Street, near the railroad tracks and just south of the Boyden & Akeley Shingle
Mill. With one 66-inch circular saw and a “gang” edger, it employed 24 men and had a capacity of 40,000
board feet a day. Eventually Derk’s son John took over the lumber business his grandfather had begun. In
1890 the business name was changed from Derk Bakker & Sons to D. Baker & Son. After the mill burned
down on December 22, 1894 [1895], Bakker started to supply lumber to local builders. In the early 1900s,
he and John purchased eight lots from Charles and Lizzie Shupe on Pennoyer Street, whose land had been
used for raising berries. On that site the Bakkers built D. Bakker & Son Lumber Company at 720-722
Pennoyer. When John died in 1920, Derk resumed control of the lumber business until his death in 1925,
when John 11 took over the business. Derk hired Martin Boon as Manager. Boon, an employee of the
lumber company for more than 50 years, worked with another Bakker son, Doug, and later with Doug’s
sons, Dick and Bruce. Doug Baker assumed control in 1946 and operated it until his sons Bruce and Dick
took over in 1978, making the fourth generation of Bakers to head up the business. The Dutch surname was
“Americanized” sometime in the distant past by dropping a “k.”

FIRST NATIONAL BANK [1871-1891]

Organized in August 1871, First National was successor to the banking firm of Ferry & Son. Its officers
were Edward P. Ferry, President; Dwight Cutler I, Vice President; and George Stickney, Cashier. Directors
were Stephen Munroe, Thomas Stewart White, Sherman H. Boyce, Hunter Savidge, and Healy C. Akeley.
The starting capital was $100,000, which doubled in size by the end of the first year of operation. The bank
reorganized in 1891 and had its charter renewed under the name National Bank of Grand Haven. The
officers at that time were Dwight Cutler, President; Nelson R. Howlett, Vice President; George Stickney,
Cashier; and Directors, in addition to the officers, were William Savidge, John A. Pfaff, George A. Farr,
Nat Robbins V, Sherman H. Boyce, and Dwight Cutler I1. The bank began operations in the Ferry & Son
Building on the north side of Harbor Drive, between Washington and Franklin Streets.

HANCOCK & STITT WAGON FACTORY [1871-1872]

The Hancock & Stitt Wagon Factory, begun by George Hancock in 1871, was located in Spring Lake.
Hancock left the business in 1872 to raise fruits and vegetables in Grand Haven Township.

BATCHELLOR, SLAGHT & SHIPPEY SAWMILL [1871-1881]

George Shippey was one of three partners in the Batchellor, Slaght, & Shippey firm, which began in 1866
in Chicago. In October 1871 the company bought the Ferry and Hopkins Steam Sawmill in Ferrysburg for
$32,000. Located at the confluence of Spring Lake and the Grand River, the mill was sold to the Grand
Haven Lumber Company ten years later. Webster Batchellor was another principal in the business.

HAIRE & TOLFORD SAWMILL [1871-1874]

Thomas White built a sawmill on the Grand River near the foot of Division Street in about 1851. It became
Haire & Cole Company in 1867, under the ownership of Robert Haire and Edward Cole of Blendon, and
four years later it became Haire & Tolford. It was bought by Cutler & Savidge in 1874. The fire of 1871
that destroyed much of Spring Lake Village started here, leaving 70 families homeless.

GRAND RIVER BRICK CO. [1871-1872]

The Grand River Brick Company was located on Crockery Creek, about one-half mile from the Grand
River. It evidently was in business only from November 1871 to October the next year, but its bricks had
wide distribution throughout the area.

SHELDON’S MAGNETIC MINERAL SPRINGS AND SANITARIUM [1871-@1892]
In 1871 Willard C. Sheldon discovered mineral waters at a depth of 160 feet near the northwest corner of
Washington and Third Streets in Grand Haven. W. Paine, a physician from Philadelphia with 40 years’
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experience, arrived in Grand Haven around 1871 to help Sheldon organize the Resort. Evidently his stay in
Grand Haven was short lived. Michigan Medical History noted that the doctor . . . came with a great flourish
of trumpets but failed to relieve pain so signally, that he left the sanitarium in better hands after his second
season.” The mineral water was pumped from an artesian well in the basement. Claims were made for many
wonderful cures, and soon the springs attracted thousands of visitors. A two-story, 100-foot by 50-foot
building was constructed to house the many guests. The grounds were laid out with shade trees and shrubs,
and croquet, archery, and bowling were offered to the guests. Referred to as Sheldon’s Magnetic Mineral
Springs and Sanitarium the resort offered a variety of baths, hot and cold. Fred “Doc” Graves [Greaves], a
former slave, and his wife Isabella were hired to give massages and provide other services to the guests. The
Cutler House, a state-of-the-art hotel, stood opposite the resort. As the novelty of the magical springs wore
off, in 1893 Sheldon’s resort was renamed the Norris, and Agnes Smallman was appointed manager.
Eventually the spa merged with the Cutler House, which had been destroyed by the devastating fire of 1889
and rebuilt on a much smaller scale soon after. The Norris was then referred to as the Cutler Annex. The
building was razed to make way for the new post office in 1905.

SECOND REFORMED CHURCH [1871-present]

Like the Spring Lake Reformed Church, which was organized in 1870, the Second Reformed Church of
Grand Haven also was an outgrowth of the First Reformed Church. It began on November 22, 1871 with 20
families from the “mother church,” with names such as Brower, Danhof, Rysdorp, Bolt, Westerhof, and
Berg. Rev. A. Vanden Hart was the first pastor, followed by Reverends Van Zanten, Jacob and John
Vander Meulen, Vergurg, Vreuwink, Bloom, Beltman, and Leonard Greenway. The congregation’s first
church, located at 600 Washington, was dedicated on November 26, 1872. It was destroyed by fire on
March 2, 1890 and a new structure was erected and dedicated on December 10 that year. The parsonage
was across the street at 603 Washington. The sanctuary was sold to the Seventh Day Adventist in
December 1954, but the congregation continued to use it until July 1957, when the members occupied a
new church at 1000 Waverly.

BOYDEN & AKELEY SHINGLE MILL [1871-1882]

The largest shingle mill in the world in its heyday, Boyden & Akeley was located on the south side of the
South Channel between Second and Third Streets. Charles Boyden bought the Ridell Mill at this site about
1868 and converted it to a shingle mill but ran out of capital before the business was established. Three
years later Healy C. Akeley joined him as co-owner. Immediately after the mill was destroyed by fire in
1871, the owners rebuilt and operated the new mill until it burned down in June 1882, bringing the business
to an end. At that time the company, with 240 employees, was the largest shingle mill in the world, and was
able to cut 937,000 shingles in 11% hours, at the same time it was cutting 100,000 board feet of lumber. In
1881, the year the Grand Haven Lumber Company bought the shingle factory and three other Grand Haven
mills, Boyden & Akeley produced 160,000,000 shingles.

AMERICAN EXPRESS CO. [1872-7]

Henry Lilley was agent for American Express from 1872 to 1887, followed by his son Charles E. Lilley. In
1882 the office was located in the rear of Vander Veen’s Drug Store at the southwest corner of Second and
Washington Streets and was moved to 127 Washington in 1900.

GRAND HAVEN WAGON WORKS/GRAND HAVEN MFG. CO. [1872-1891]

Founded in 1872 by August Hubert in a 40 foot by 100-foot brick structure at the corner of Third and
Elliott Streets [255 North Third Street], Grand Haven Wagon Works employed seven men and produced 60
wagons annually. One of its novel products was a unique “Collection Wagon” adorned with bells to let the
neighborhood know that a bill collector was in the area. In the early 1880s August Hoffmeister was in
charge of the woodwork, and Mr. Teunis managed the ironwork. Reorganized in 1891, it became the Grand
Haven Manufacturing Company, with Gustav Hubert as part owner. Gustav was August’s son.

CUTLER HOUSE [1872-1914]

In 1871 Dwight Cutler | began construction of the Cutler House on the southwest corner of Washington
and Third Streets. This majestic five-story building, done in the Second Empire style, measured 125” by
133°, and was dedicated on July 4™, 1872. One of the finest around, it soon ranked among the most popular
in the state. A visitor could not help but be impressed by its size and beauty. It cost between $150,000 and
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$200,000 to build and furnish and could accommodate 300 people. It had steam heat, a steam-driven
passenger elevator, hot and cold running water, and gaslights. Its halls and lobby were beautifully
decorated, and its rooms were well arranged for lectures, dances, and public entertainment. The hotel had
its own musical group called the Cutler House Brass Band. The hotel’s first manager was W. G. Sherman,
considered at the time to be a competent and able hotel man of many years’ experience. The Cutler House
was located across the street from Willard C. Sheldon’s Magnetic Mineral Spring, and the two owners
became business associates.

The disastrous fire of October 1, 1889 destroyed many residences and some of downtown Grand Haven, as
it moved primarily to the north and east from Third Street and Washington. Cutler lost both his hotel and
home. About 50 other businesses and homes were wiped out in the five-block area covered by the fire. The
citizens of Grand Haven began immediately to rebuild, and a second smaller, less ornate Cutler House [the
“New Cutler House] rose from the ashes in 1890 and opened on September 1, 1891. It was an L-shaped
building, having frontage of 150 feet on Washington Street and 128 feet on Third Street. On the Third
Street side there was a broad, sheltered veranda 76 feet long, which served as a cool, shady promenade or
resting place in the summer. The Western Union office was here, and the lobby was furnished with easy
chairs and many potted plants. The dining room was furnished in oak and seated 150 guests. In the
basement there were sample rooms, a barbershop, bathrooms, and a first-class café. While not as
ornamental and elaborate as the Cutler House, it represented all that was the best and most progressive in
the hotel world of the day. When the hotel reopened, the Andres Brothers were proprietors. The rates then
were $2.00 to $3.00 a day. The dining room was thoroughly ventilated, well lighted, cool in the summer
and warm in winter, with tasteful decorations, snowy linen, sparkling glassware, and shining silver,
together with neat, attractive, and obliging waitresses. The upper part of the building was reached by a
broad, massive oak staircase. The bedrooms were furnished in cherry and oak, with Brussels, Axminster,
and velvet carpets. The cuisine was managed with an eye to provide the best foods the market afforded,
with every luxury and delicacy obtainable during all seasons. The hotel had electric and gaslights, an
electric call bell system, and steam heat and open fires for winter comfort. In the summer months, an
excellent orchestra played both popular and classical music throughout the day and evening. The hotel
closed permanently about 1914, when Beaudry’s Department Store opened at this corner site.

MUNROE, BOYCE & CO. [1872-@1888]

In 1872 Sherman Boyce bought out John Thomson’s interest in the Munroe, Thomson Lumber Company,
formed in 1867 by Thomson and Stephen L. Munroe. The new firm was renamed Munroe, Boyce & Co.
Nelson Howlett became a principal in the organization in 1882. Located on Spring Lake at the foot of
Jackson Street [Block 2, Bryant’s Addition], the sawmill was in operation until 1888, when it was relocated
to the Upper Peninsula. In 1881 the company sold the Spring Lake mill and some of its assets to a new
company called Cook, Vanderveen & Co., owned by John W. Cook, Jacob Vander Veen, and an unnamed
Grand Haven lumberman. Munroe, Boyce had two 812-ton barges built, the Mary H. Boyce in 1887

and the Mary A. McGregor the next year. Apparently the firm closed around that time.
ALDEN FRUIT PRESERVING CO. [1872-@1881]

The Alden Fruit Preserving Company was formed in 1872 by Thomas D. Denison, Aloys Bilz, and Warner
Vos for the purpose of drying and shipping the fruit that grew nearby in abundance. The plant was located
on Spring Lake at the foot of Alden Street, a spot later occupied by the Spring Lake Basket Company. By
1881 Alden was gone and the building was empty.

SISSON & SEYMOUR CO. [1872-1874]

George Sisson, who was born in Oxford, New York in 1839, arrived in Spring Lake in 1871 as manager of
the Spring Lake House, where he stayed for two years. He then became interested in lumbering, and in June
1872 he formed a partnership with Thomas Seymour and opened a sawmill in Section 15 of Spring Lake
Township, near the confluence of Lloyd’s Bayou and the Grand River. Two years later Seymour sold his
interest to Francis Lilley, and the firm of Sisson & Lilley was formed.

WAIT MFG. CO. [1873-1883]

In 1873 Justin B. Wait of Wisconsin purchased Cornelius De Vlieger’s planing mill, established some years
earlier. In the same year, 1871, the Wait Manufacturing Company was incorporated with Wait as President,
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Thomas Stewart White, Secretary-Treasurer, and John M. Lockie [Lock], Works Superintendent. Levi
Scofield [Schofield] was an employee, who by 1893 was Superintendent. His inventions were of great help
to the business and included corn planter improvements, a check rower, and a refrigerator. The first year
the company manufactured 30,000 hand rakes and 25 corn planters. Wait left the company in 1879, and the
business was continued under the leadership of L. C. Chamberlain. The company reorganized in 1881 with
Edwin G. Bell, President, George Stickney, Secretary and Treasurer, John M. Lockie, Foreman, James
McCourt, turner, James H. Gibbs, blacksmith, and Joseph W. Adams, wheel works. The company spent
$100,000 on new buildings. It employed 60 men with a monthly payroll of $1200 to $1500 and was
recognized as one of the outstanding industries of its time. Its annual production was 1200 two-horse
cultivators, 500 one-horse drills, 500 drill attachments for two-horse cultivators, 800,000 rafting pine, and
90,000 hand rakes. In 1883 Challenge Corn Planter & Refrigerator Company took over Wait
Manufacturing. The company’s buildings were located on the east side of North Seventh Street [Beacon
Boulevard] near the Grand River.

CHAFFEE, STEARNS CO. [1873-1874]

Started in 1873 by Mr. Chaffee and George L. Stearns on the southeast corner of Seventh and Elliott Streets
[Lot 7, Block 7, Munroe and Harris Addition], Chaffee, Stearns manufactured windmill equipment. Stearns
bought out Chafee’s interest in 1874 and changed the name to Stearns Manufacturing Company.

KIRBY HOUSE/GILDNER HOTEL/WILLIAM FERRY HOTEL/SCHULER HOTEL [1873-1965]

Rev. Ferry’s house, the first building at the southeast corner of Washington and Harbor [Lot 23], burned
down in February 1866. Ed Killean and Thomas W. Kirby built the Kirby House on the same lot in 1873 at
a cost of $50,000. W. G. Sherman, the manager, also ran the Cutler House. From 1900 to 1931 it was
known as the Gildner, between 1931 and 1947 it was the Ferry, and for the next 18 years it was the Schuler.
In 1965 the owner, Win Schuler, removed the third floor and converted the business into a restaurant.

ANDRES HOUSE [1873-7]

Ernest Andres built the Andres House, his third hotel in the area, on the southeast corner of Franklin Street
and Harbor Drive in Grand Haven, near the Grand River in 1873. Lillie quoted 1874 as the year the hotel
was built. By the early 1890s Joseph N. Rue was proprietor. Andres offered meals for 25 cents, and rooms
were $1.00 a day.

UNITED STATES STEAMBOAT INSPECTION OFFICE [1873-7]

The local office of the U.S. Steamboat inspection system, part of the Treasury Department, was one of 47
throughout the country. The first board, appointed in 1873, included Captain Lierson, local Inspector of
Hulls, and John Stark, grandfather of Agnes Stark Koster. The board consisted of two “practical” steamboat
men, one an inspector of hulls and the other an inspector of boilers. The district supervised from Grand
Haven included the east shore of Lake Michigan, from St. Joseph to Harbor Springs. The inspectors’ job
was to ensure that all vessels were suitable in all respects for the service in which they were employed, and
to investigate all maritime accidents and violations of law within the jurisdiction.

CALLISTER [CALISTER/COLLISTER] SHIPYARD [@1873-@1890]

During the Civil War, John Callister worked for the U.S. Government as a ship’s carpenter, a trade he had
followed since 1847. He came to Grand Haven from Detroit in 1866 and became part owner and Foreman
of the Kirby Shipyard. By the early 1870s he had his own ship building business. His production included
these vessels:
1873  City of Grand Rapids, 225-ton barge for H.V. O’Brien.
1874  A. Jackson, 229-ton schooner, for Hackley, et al.
Kaiser Wilhelm, a 28-ton propeller for John Zietlow.
Transfer, a 361-ton barge, for Michigan Barge Company.
1875  T.W. Ferry, a 27-ton propeller, for C. Vandervere.
1876  Gracie Barker, a 73-ton propeller, for Thomas W. Kirby.
1877  Lady Washington, a 25-ton propeller, for J.B. Ketchen.
1880  Grace Patterson, a 110-ton propeller for Mr. Patterson.
H. C. Akeley, a 1,400-ton steamer, for Kirby & Akeley.
Webster Batcheller, a 46-ton propeller, for Thomas W. Kirby.
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1882  S.B. Barker, 78-ton propeller, for Frank A. Brower, et al.
1884  Major H.B. Pickens, 1,000-ton propeller, for Thomas W. Kirby.
1887  McCormick, 120-ton steamer, built for a Mr. McCormick.
Mark Hopkins, 700-ton steamer, built for Thomas W. Kirby.
Samuel Marshal, 1,000-ton steamer, built for Thomas W. Kirby.
1888  Joe, 60-ton steamer, built for Thomas W. Kirby.
Sprite, 30-ton steamer, built for Thomas W. Kirby.
1889  J.C. Ford, 700-ton steamer, built for Thomas W. Kirby.
Emma Bloecker, 30-ton tug, built for Vandervere Brothers.
J.W. Callister, 30-ton steamer, built for Thomas W. Kirby.

SISSON & LILLEY CO. [1874-@1884]

In June 1872 George Sisson and Thomas Seymour formed the Sisson & Seymour Company. They located
their sawmill in Section 15 of Spring Lake Township, near the confluence of Lloyd’s Bayou and the Grand
River. Two years later Seymour sold his interest to Francis Lilley. The new partners named their business
Sisson & Lilley Company. Lilley saw the need for sawmills near railroads, so the lumber could easily be
loaded and transported, and his foresightedness helped make the mill eminently successful. The mill was
destroyed by fire in November 1881, restocked, and burned out in May 1884. There is no evidence the
sawmill was rebuilt after the second fire. A map drawn by Peter Kammeraad, a surveyor, placed the Sisson
& Lilley mill on the west end of Eastman Island.

STEARNS MFG. CO. [1874-1883]

George L. Stearns in 1874 bought out Mr. Chaffee’s interest in the Chaffee, Stearns Company, formed the
year before. The company manufactured windmill equipment, pumps, cylinders, windmill derricks, and
tanks. The company employed 30 to 50 men. The two-story frame building was located on the southeast
corner of Seventh and Elliott Streets in Grand Haven [Block 8, Lot 6, Munroe & Harris Addition]. In 1879
George Stearns was joined by his brother Lawton. The same year the company won a medal from the
American Institute in New York, and other prizes at St. Petersburg, Russia, Boulogne, France, and Havana,
Cuba for product development and other innovations. An 1882 picture carried the caption “Grand Haven
Planing Mills, Stearn Bros. Propts Manufacturers of Sash, doors, blinds and dressed lumber.” Like many
such businesses that worked with wood, barrels of water were placed on the roof spine in case of fire.
Apparently that was not enough to save the company from a disastrous fire in 1883 that destroyed the
structure.

GREY BRICK CO. [1874-1888]

Hial Grey purchased the brick-making firm of Weston, Dudley & Soule in 1874 and renamed it Grey Brick
Company. Because the clay banks at Cornelius Bayou were exhausted, Grey moved the equipment and
machinery to the north side of Stahl’s Bayou, three miles north on the west shore of Spring Lake, to
manufacture clay bricks. Martin Walsh also had a financial interest in the business for part of the time. The
owners sold it in 1888 to Mr. Patterson and Mr. Dillingham, who that same year sold it to Dr. J. O. Bates of
Muskegon and Charles Begin [Began] of Spring Lake, before Fred Bertschy acquired it in September 1889.
Begin retained a financial interest in the business even then.

GRAND HAVEN LIBRARY/CARNEGIE LIBRARY/LOUTIT DISTRICT LIBRARY [@1874-
present]

The first library in the area dates to 1874. Known as the Grand Haven Library Association, it functioned by
a subscription system. Furnished simply with a stove, desk, chairs, and shelves for the books, the library
was located in a room provided by Edward P. Ferry above his office on First Street. Grand Haven’s first
public library came into existence in conjunction with the public school. Prior to that, Mary Arms White
made her private library open to others. In 1880 the Grand Haven High School library was opened to the
general public. The 1901 fire at Central School destroyed the school, the library, and 4,000 books. A library
was included in the rebuilt school, but a few years later a library opened in downtown Grand Haven. Under
the leadership of Dr. Elizabeth Hofma and the Women’s Club, a grant of $12,500 was obtained from the
Andrew Carnegie Endowment Foundation for a new building. A bequest from local lumberman Webster
Batchellor also provided some funds for the building and for new books. Finally, in 1913, ground was
broken for the new library at 15 North Third. Residents donated books, magazines, and furnishings, and the
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Grand Haven schools presented 2,500 volumes. The building opened to the public on January 5 the next
year, with Isabel Thomson serving as first librarian, a post she held until 1924. She was, followed by Helen
De Young who served until 1959, and then Elizabeth von Oettingen, who retired in 1979. During von
Oettingen’s term the library moved in June 1967 to new quarters at 407 Columbus, thanks to a gift from the
Loutit Foundation of more than $815,000 in cash and the land on which the library was built. The original
library was razed to make room for a parking lot for the bank sitting on the northwest corner of Third and
Washington. 407 Columbus had been the site of the parsonage of the First Christian Reformed Church and
later the Church of the Nazarene. The church was razed when all the structures in this block of Columbus
were removed to make room for the new library and community center in the mid-1960s. The community
center to the east [421 Columbus] was built the next year. In 2008 the building was completely gutted,
enlarged, and modernized.

VANDEN BOSCH & CO./BIG STORE/BAAS’ MEN’S STORE & COUNTRY HOUSE [1875-1999]

Gerrit Vanden Bosch was the founder of a business located 100 North Third, which he began in 1875 and
at that time included groceries and dry goods. In 1884 a clothing department was added under the
management of Thomas and Henry Vanden Bosch, and the three Vanden Bosches then formed a
partnership, although they advertised as different businesses. For instance, this ad ran in the 1892
Historical and Business Compendium: “T. Van Den Bosch & Bro. DEALERS IN CLOTHING. HATS,
CAPS, UMBRELLAS, GENTLEMEN’S UNDERWEAR OF ALL KINDS, SHIRTS, COLLARS, CUFFS
AND NECKWEAR, AND JEWLERY, TRUNKS AND VALISES. THIRD STREET, GRAND HAVEN,
MICH.” An advertisement featuring a baby buggy appeared two pages later: “G. Van Den Bosch & Bro.
THIRD STREET, GRAND HAVEN, MICHIGAN. Dealers in the most Complete Lines of DRY GOODS.
NOTIONS, CLOAKS, JACKETS, CARPETS, WALL PAPER, LAMPS AND TOYS. Baby Buggies A
SPECIALTY.” Evidently groceries had been dropped. In 1894 Thomas died and three years later Martin
retired from the business, and their sons Charles, Conrad, and Bert joined the firm. By 1908 at least six
Vanden Bosches were associated with the business. The original building erected on this site in 1884 was
known by 1900 as the “Big Store” and advertised itself as such, although it also was referred to as Vanden
Bosch Clothiers and Dry Goods. A number of Vanden Bosches was in the business, including Bert,
Charles, Conrad, Gerrit, and Henry. The frame building had entrances on both Columbus and Third Streets.
Several businesses shared the building over the years, including Jean Yock’s Millinery, Ver Duin’s
Sporting Goods, Peter Klaver’s Market, and an A & P grocery store. Ed Baas of Grand Rapids acquired the
clothing business in May 1943, and in 1951 he replaced the wooden structure with a new building. Baas
eventually acquired the property just to the north [110 North Third] and opened the Country Store at that
site as a shop for women’s clothing. That department was moved to the main building at 100 North Third in
1997. The men’s clothing business took the name of Baas’ Men’s Store in 1970. Upon Ed’s retirement in
1979, his son Gary took over the business. The store closed permanently in late 1999.

OTTAWA COUNTY NEWS [1875-7]

In the fall of 1875 Hiram Potts started the Ottawa County News in Nunica. Two months later he moved to
Coopersville and renamed the paper the Courier. In April 1877, Potts moved the business again, this time
to Spring Lake, and called his publication the Ottawa County Courier. Three years later he moved to Grand
Haven, renaming the paper as the Grand Haven Courier Journal, and giving it a Democratic slant.
However, the front page of the June 7, 1890 edition claimed the newspaper was “Republican in Politics. ”
Dr. Mary Kitchel in her Centennial book noted that the newspaper said it began in 1869.

CUTLER HOUSE LIVERY [1875-7]

Edwin C. Butts was manager of the Cutler House Livery beginning in 1875. He bought the business,
located on Third Street near the Cutler House, in 1881.

BALL BROS CO. [1875-1947]

On April 17, 1875, Jurrien Ball bought the building on the northeast corner of Washington and Second
Streets in Grand Haven from Ann Elizabeth Loutit, daughter of Captain Robert Howlett. Ball started
business as partner with Jurrien and Arie Woltman [Waltman] of the Woltman, Ball & Company. They
were housed in a building constructed in 1872 at 201-203 Washington Street [Howlett Block]. On
November 1, 1877 the business failed, but Jurrien appealed to his creditors to let him carry on. In 1877
Jurrien and a brother bought out the Woltman brothers and operated a dry goods and grocery business at
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the same address. Jurrien sold part of the business to his brother, Gerritt, who in the 1920s moved the
grocery business one building east and Jurrien kept the dry goods part, which then was known as the J. Ball
Store and operated until 1947. Jurrien recalled that his first customer was Jacob Vander Veen, who owned
the drugstore across the street [136 Washington]. Vander Veen ordered a gallon of vinegar, 30 cents; 15-16
pounds of butter, 48 cents; 5 Ibs of sugar, 60 cents; 2 ¥ pounds of cheese, 45 cents; and a pound of pepper,
50 cents.

UNITARIAN CHURCH [1875-1924]

The Unitarians, organized in April 1875, first met in the Cutler House. Rev. M H. Houghton was the first
minister, followed by Rev. George Cook in 1876. Among the early leaders were Dr. Edward Cummings, T.
D. Stickney, Dwight Cutler 1, Justin B. Wait, George Washington Smith, Daniel Gale, and Willard C.
Sheldon. Their first church, erected by Healy C. Akeley at 324 Washington in 1881, was destroyed in the
1889 fire. A second building erected here was acquired by the Women’s Club in 1924, upon the dissolution
of the church. The Club had been meeting in the church parlor since its inception in 1891. The church’s
mission was to establish “Liberal Christianity” in Grand Haven.

NEWS-JOURNAL [1876-7]

Lee and Hitchcock bought the Grand Haven News from John Barnes in 1876, consolidated it with the
Journal, and published it as the News-Journal. It leaned toward the Greenback party. Hitchcock retired in
January 1877.

OTTAWA COUNTY COURIER [1877-1880]

Hiram Potts, ever on the move with his newspapers, left Coopersville and started the Ottawa County
Courier in Spring Lake in June 1877. The paper was politically on the side of the Democrats. Three years
later he moved the paper to Grand Haven and gave it a democratic slant. By 1892 Horace G. Nichols was
the owner, and the paper advertised itself as a “Republican Weekly.”

WHITE, FRIANT & CO. [1877-7]

Thomas Stewart White and Thomas Friant formed a partnership in 1877 to cut and mill lumber. They
operated at the site of the sawmill originally built in 1837 by Colonel Norton in Nortonville, but which had
been rebuilt at least once after a destructive fire. The new owners called their business White, Friant & Co.
In 1885 John Rugee of Milwaukee joined the business. Their mills extended to Manistee and Menomineeg,
with land holdings in Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, California, and Florida.

WIXSON PHOTOGRAPHY [1877-1880]

Wixson’s photography studio was over the post office, located at the southeast corner of First and
Washington Streets in Grand Haven. He sold out in 1880 to E. P. Baker, three years after opening.

PEARSON & HUNGERFORD HARDWARE AND CUTLERY [1877-7]

In 1877 partners Alton C. Pearson and Henry Harrison Hungerford opened the Pearson & Hungerford
Hardware and Cutlery Store in Spring Lake. The business also offered “steam fitting and plumbing,”
paints, oils, tin, copper, and sheet iron. Apparently they closed not long after 1880.

BRYCE & GRONBERG CO. [1877-1881]

John Bryce and Otto Gronberg started Bryce & Gronberg, small machine shop, in 1877 on Lot 92 of the
northeast corner of Elliott and First Streets [approximately 200 North First]. At the same time, they had an
interest in Grand Haven Iron Works across the street on Lot 85 [approximately 201 North First]. About
1878 Henry Bloecker left Ottawa Iron Works in Ferrysburg and bought out Gronberg’s share of the
machine shop. In May 1881 John Bryce, Henry Bloecker and Christian Gallmeyer formed a partnership and
rebuilt the Grand Haven Iron Works, which had burned down that year. They named their business Bryce,
Bloecker & Gallmeyer.

WOMAN’S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION [1877-7]

The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union [WCTU] held its first meeting in Grand Haven on April 23,
1877. The meeting was called by “that honored apostle of temperance” Dr. Henry Reynolds. It was the first
time the group had met in Ottawa County. Mrs. Frederick C. Stratton was named President. The next day a
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constitution was adopted, and the Union became a permanent organization. In June of the same year a
lecture on temperance by a Captain Linscott “stirred up the temperance women of Spring Lake to join the
rapidly increasing army of white ribboners.” After a brief hiatus, the Spring Lake WCTU was reorganized
at “Red Ribbon Hall” in February 1878. Seven years later the Spring Lake group moved the hall, formerly
occupied by the Red Ribbon Club, to a lot they purchased. Ten years after that the WCTU had chapters in
Lamont, where Eliza Robinson was President, and in Allendale, with Amanda M. Cooley as President, and
in 1889 in Coopersville, where Etta Laubauch presided. In January 1886 a Young Women’s Christian
Temperance Union was organized in Spring Lake by Lydia Jane Newcomb. The new organization had 50
regular and 20 honorary members. One of the Temperance Union’s enduring contributions to the area was a
seven-foot green fountain, ornamented with elaborate grapes and figures. The fountain had spouts at the
bottom and top so that both horses and dogs could refresh themselves as they made their way down the
dusty streets of that era. Tin cups hung from the fountain to allow passersby an easy drink. At the base of
the fountain were the initials “WCTU,” representing the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, and the
date “1910.” Evidently the fountain originally stood at the southeast corner of Savidge and Jackson Streets.
Around 1988 the Spring Lake Heritage League moved it to the middle edge of a parking lot in the Village
Hall block.

MOOZEN & GLERUM, BUILDERS [1878-7]

Although mentioned in the 1882 History of Muskegon and Ottawa Counties, little was uncovered about
these contractors, except that they built “many fine structures.” William Moozen, from Kalamazoo, arrived
in Grand Haven in 1873, while Cornelius Glerum came to Grand Haven from Holland in 1866. In 1892
Glerum was in partnership with Simon Stuveling and advertised more than 20 years experience.

GRAND HAVEN RAILROAD CO. [1878-1881]

On October 15, 1878, with capital of $800,000, the Grand Haven Railroad Company purchased the
Michigan Lake Shore Rail Road, which owned track between Allegan and Muskegon and going through
Grand Haven. The officers of the company were James W. Converse of Boston, President; C. C. Converse,
Secretary; and Fred H. May Manager. Three years later the line was extended to Battle Creek. The firm
merged on July 16, 1881 with the Chicago & West Michigan Railway Company, comprising four former
lines: The Chicago & West Michigan Railway Company; Boston, Muskegon, Grand Rapids; Grand Rapids,
Newaygo, & Lake Shore; and Indiana & Michigan Railroad. At the Ferrysburg station, where the Detroit,
Grand Haven, and Milwaukee line joined the Chicago & West Michigan Railroad, passengers and freight
were transferred. The Chicago & West Michigan ran south to Holland and New Buffalo, where it joined the
Michigan Central. The company was sold at foreclosure on March 28, 1917 to Pere Marquette.

DETROIT, GRAND HAVEN AND MILWAUKEE RAILWAY CO. [1878-1928]

In 1878 Detroit, Grand Haven and Milwaukee went into receivership, and was sold at foreclosure to the
newly incorporated Detroit, Grand Haven, & Milwaukee Railway. The Grand Trunk Railway of Canada
retained control. The company merged in 1928 with Grand Trunk Western.

GEORGE HANCOCK & SONS WHOLESALE FLORISTS/FRANKS FLOWER SHOP &
GREENHOUSE/LAKESHORE FLORAL [1879-present]

The George Hancock firm of wholesale florists and gardeners began business in 1879. By 1897 the
company had grown to 40 acres and 14 large greenhouses and took in most of the land bounded by
Washington, the equivalent of Ninth, Fulton, and Ferry Streets. The company was known for its celery, but
also grew as many as 50,000 large and 250,000 small carnations. Canned tomatoes also were an important
part of the Hancock business, sold under the labels “Hancock,” “Valley City,” and “Harbor.” Lillie stated
that Hancock was the first to raise celery in the Grand Haven area. An invoice dated June 25, 1894 billed F.
H. Green of Allegan $1.50 for 10 dozen bunches of celery. By the early 1900s the business address was
1215 Washington. George Hancock’s son James married Belle Franks, a sister of James Franks, who
eventually took over the business, followed by his son, Ernest. Called Franks Greenhouse, the business in
1940 was located at 828 Columbus. About 1956 Ernest sold the business to his two sons, James and
William, who moved it to 915 Washington and added “Flower Shop” to the company name. In 1980 Dan
Nash of Grand Rapids bought the business from William. Nash expanded the business, which he operated
as Lakeshore Floral and Gift Shop at 915 Washington.
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SPRING LAKE IRON CO. [1879-1912]

Also referred to as the Fruitport Iron Company, Spring Lake Iron was incorporated in 1879 with a capital
stock of $200,000. Located at the head of Spring Lake at Fruitport, it employed 400 men during the busy
season. The company produced Lake Superior charcoal and pig iron. The officers were: Samuel Marshall,
President; Colonel E. H. Broadhead, Vice President; Irving M. Bean, Secretary-Treasurer; and Major
Henry S. Pickands, General Manager. Both Broadhead and Bean were from Milwaukee. In 1896 Irving
Bean was President; C. F. llsley, Vice President; Samuel Marshall, Treasurer; and J. C. Ford, Secretary and
General Manager. Their production capacity then was about 80 tons per day, with an annual capacity of
29,000 tons. The plant was located near the head of Spring Lake, just north of the Muskegon County Line.
It consisted of a 55-foot dock on Spring Lake, a power plant, blacksmith shop, a company store, boarding
house, and company-owned houses rented to the employees. Mr. Ford had been Superintendent of the
Michigan Central Iron Company until 1879, when he joined Spring Lake Iron.

BROUWER & VOS SAWMILL [1879-?]

The Brouwer & Vos Sawmill was built in 1879 on the site of the Rysdorp, Bosche, & Sprik Sawmill, which
burned down in 1877. Johannes D. Vos, formerly a partner in the Rysdorp Company, joined with Mr.
Brouwer in establishing the business.

YATES LIGHT INFANTRY/COMPANY F [1879-1993]

In April 1879 about 40 local men, led by Frank E. Yates, met to organize an independent military company
known as Yates Light Infantry. On July 24 of the same year, the group was mustered into the military
service of the State of Michigan and designated as Company F, Second Regiment, Michigan State Troops.
Fifty-four men were enrolled. The first officers were Frank Yates, Captain; George W. McBride, 1%
Lieutenant; and Samuel C. Mower, 2" Lieutenant. The next spring Captain Yates resigned, and Samuel C.
Mower was elected Captain. The name of the outfit was changed to the Ottawa Blues. Under Captain
Mower the company was called out twice, once on May 17, 1881 to take action against an armed mob
attempting to take a prisoner from a county jail, and on October 13 that year the company was ordered to
Muskegon to help maintain order during a strike at a sawmill. From August 1883 to October 1887, Herman
F. Harbeck was Captain. He was followed by Frederick A. Mansfield, about the time the name was
changed again, this time to the Grand Haven Guards. Baltus Pellegrom succeeded Mansfield in April 1893.
Pellegrom held the position for only a year, and then he w